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serve by a restoration of peace in Mexico—her commerce 
and her capitalists have so much to loose by Mexico 
being blockaded, invaded, overrun, and dismembered, 


denominates it as “The English cholera,” and says:— 
‘‘Within the last few days there has been an enormous 
increase, at the various metropolitan hospitals and dis- 











garding him among the bright and shining lights of the 


| land, whose example sustains the confidence of the 


| wise and good in the stability of our institutions. 
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ee sie ion edilesianeabinaae 
te steamer Caledonia jeft Liverpool on the 4th, and 
reached Boston on the 18th inst. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Prince Albert was on a visit to Liverpool, and there 
we e magnificent doings there upon the occasion. Bu- 
siness was suspended, and all hands went in for-enjoy- 
nent. 

The King and Queen of Sweden have been on a vi- 
sit to the Danish court, and have been received with great 
pomp and respect. 

In th: Diet of Switzerland onthe 22d July, a letter 





gion and politics. 
FRANCE 
Another attempt has been inade on the life of the king 
of France. While seated at the window in the palace 
of the ‘Tuilleries, to listen to a concert performed by the 
National Guards, on the 30:h ultimo,a man in the 
crowd drew a pistol and fired two shots at the king.— 
He missed him, of course, and also those in his imme- 
diate vicinity. He was immediately arrested. His 
name was Joseph Henry. 


meeting death. 

The attempt on his life excited no perceptible emotion 
in the mind of the king. He was as calm and as com- 
posed as if nothing had happened. His majesty, as on 
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He said he was weary of| 





Mark Grafton, Wm. J. Cole, I. M. Denson, Wm. G., 
Krebs, Wm. J. Page, Elias Ware, David Stewart, F , 


David Stewart, 2d do. 
Edward O’Leary 3d do. 
Andrew H. Wells, 4th _— do. 
Wm. J. Page, 5th do. 
Nath’l Cox, 
Thomas Humes, 
Tho’s J. Spilman, 


Committee.—Henry Louderman, Hugh A. Cooper, 


Secretaries. 


Dr. Monmonier, Joshua Vansant, Thomas J. Spilman 
life and resolved to commit this crime as a means of| Wm. Blakeney, Andrew H. Wells, Maurice Bush, 


Chas. Soran, Francis Reilly, H. F. Friese, J.J. Ring’ 
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ned loose was read from the consul of Switzerland at New York, | previous occasions, sat out the conclusion of the con- M. Baughman. 

living in blating that, in the name of the President of the United cert, and then went to witness the fireworks, for the In accordance with the foregoing resolutions,a cor- 
y, divi ig } teteg he Had to announce that the war with Mexico | commencement of which he gave the usual signal. After | respondeace took place between Mr. Fr P 
OS 3 jour = Was vin, efensive, and that as soon as Mexicu should | they were concluded he returned to Neuilly, and from | ident of the Convention. and M D wa, Sh eter 
ly missing desire :o make peae, he would accept it. thence started to the Chateau d’Eu. ‘I'he assassin will | he fi i , and Mr. ALLAS, In which 
i Blufis. A Paris paper, the Courrier Francais, says that the | no doubt, be belieaded, like his predecessor Lecompte.— | the former gentleman, enclosing the resolutions of the 


passing of 
Intry; COMm- 
are that no 


hoe chal ahs 
Vera Cruz has been delayed several days in order that| Louis Philippe has escaped. weet sa we patie ace ca aire Ls cen: wae 4 
ss they pay itmay carry the answer to this proposition. (Doubtful.)| From Algiers the news 1s of the usual character, that | we 2 er on national path. } 
» the same At Berlin, on the 22d, Mr. Wheaton, the American | is to say, the French have chastised the revolted or dis- | i1114M H. Simmons, to be register of the land of- ‘ 
onuly urge minister, took his leave of the King of Prussia, and Mr. | affected tribes, seized their flocks, and compelled them | fice for the district of lands subject to sale at St. Au- ‘ 
ongly onaldson was received in private audience and pre- | 


old a coun- 


ing propen- 
small par- 
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fexican government has demanded of France and 





England their mediation to put an end to the war with 
the United States. The departure of the Psyche for 


sented his.credentials. 
arliament.—Sugar duties. The debate on the sugar 
ulies occupied two days, and the government scheme 
'‘tumphed by a majority of 245 to 135—nearly two to 
une, ‘I'his result virtually abrogates the monopoly, and 
Places sugar in the same category as corn, by an easy 


He is well dressed, of elegant mcnners, and at the time 
lve was arrested had 140 francs in his pocket. This 
makes the seventh attempt at assassination from which 


to make heavy payments in money. ‘The tribes of the 
Ouled-Sidi- Y ahia-Ben-Kalehb, those of the mountains to 
the north of Setif, of Ouled-Aissa, of Amoucha, have 
been thus treated. ‘The last accounts represent the 
country as tranquil. There were no tidings of Abd-el- 
Kadar. 

Louis Bonaparte, Ex-King of Holland, died at Leg- 


| Convention, takes occasion to express his own “ardent 
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admiration of the bright example” which Mr. Datuas 


gustine, in the State of Florida. 





Appropriations. The followingare part of the 


| appropriations made by Congress during their late 
| session:— 
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from the declension on the high road to free trade Sir Robert | horn of apoplexy, on the 24th ult. aged sixty-seven. |For the regular army 46,873,000 4 
thirty, and ‘el gave the ministerial measure a generous support,| The Pope of Rome has granted a general amnesty to) West Point military academy 121.776 1 
then badly coor eeeemnne of the majority may be traced to that | all political offenders. siadia | Prosecution of the warwith Mexico 10,000,000 +1 
; wc e ‘he crops. Harvesting was interupted by frequent} St. Petersburg, July 14. The marriage of the Emperoy’s | Pay of volunteers 11,957,000 
pte pour thunder storms and showers. The quality of grain is| daughter, the Princess Olga, with the Prince Royal of | Fortifications 1,440,000 
; — however, and the quantily promises a fair aver-} Wurtemburg, has just been celebrated with very great | Certain defences 170,000 
rogressing } omp. ient appropriation 
ty Saline, ; Markets. Cotton was in rather better demand on ‘ Orders have been sent to Kenva to sign the treaty of ring 3 ners ey 7450, 000 
ad water.- Mera. the markets after the holidays; 10,000 bales sold | commerce between this country and Austria. yin t of the Indi ROU, 

: - tO the trade; scarce any on speculation nor for export.| Hoizanp. ‘The merchants of Holland are turning Expenditures on ac’t of the indians 1,141,000 
ncil Bluifts. | No change in price. their attention to colonial enterprise. ‘They have alrea- Pay of members of Congress, &c. 239,000 

Mormors Money market, has fluctuated somewhat. Mexican idy got up a company for the cultivation of sugar cane, | Civil and diplomatic service 4,034,000 
for the re- tee: had fallen to 253. A meeting of the Mexican | on a grand scale. They propose also to make great ef Post office department 4 078.000 
to proceed oe Association was held in London on Weunes- | forts to obtain possession of a large share of the China | 9105 
saeseon- ; Y: the report of which did not show a high state of | irade. ‘Ihe government has established a professorship | 

Plo-per'v, “The Mexican executive had acknowledgea of the Chincee languaze in the Unnversity. $51,144,000 
Vou. XX. Ste. 25. 
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Minitary APppomInTMENTs. 

The following brevet appointments have been made 
in the army by the President, and confirmed by the 
Senate:— 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Senate of the United States, August 8, 1846. 

Resolved. That the Senate advise and consent to 
the following promotions in the army by brevet for 
gallant and distinguished services in the battles of Pa- 
lo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, in Texas, on the 8th 
and 9th of May, 1846, and in the defence of Fort 
Brown, Texas, during its bombardment from the 3d 
to the 9th of May, 1846, agreeably to their nomina- 
tions respectively, viz: 

Lieutenant Colonel James S. Mc-Intosh, of the 5th 
regiment of infantry, to be colonel by brevet, to date 
from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Lieut. Colonel Matthew M. Payne, of the 4th regi- 
ment of artillery, to be colonel by brevet, to date 
from the. 9th of May, 1846. 

Brevet Lieut. Colonel William G. Belknap, major 
of the 8th infantry, to be colonel by brevet, to date 
from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Captain Edgar S. Hawkins, of the 7th regiment of 
infantry, to be major by brevet, todate from the 9th 
of May, 1846. 

Capt. George A. Mc-Call, of the 4th regiment of in- 
fantry, to be major by brevet, todate from the 9th 
of May, 1846. 

Capt. Joseph B. F. Mansfield, of the corps of engi- 
neers, to be major by brevet, to date from the 9th 
of May, 1846. 

Capt. Alexander S. Hooe, of the 5th regiment of 
infantry, to be major by brevet, to date from the 9th 
of May, 1846. 

Capt. Robert C. Buchanan, of the 4th regiment of 
infantry, to be major by brevet, to date from the 9th 
of May, 1846. 

Capt. Charles A. May, of the 2d regiment of dra- 
goons, to be major by brevet, todate from the 8th of 
May, 1846. 

Capt. P. W. Barbour, of the 3d regiment of infan- 
try, to be major by brevet, to date from the 9th of 
May, 1846. ; 

Capt. James Duncan, of the 2d regiment of artille- 
ry, to be major by brevet, to date from the 8th of 
May, 1846. 

First Lieutenact Randolph Ridgely, of the 3d_regi- 
ment of artillery, to be captain by brevet, to date from 
the 9th of May, 1846. 

First Lieutenant William H. Churchill, of the 3d 
regiment of artillery, to be captain by brevet, to date 
from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Second Lieut. James S. Woods, of the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry, to be first lieutenant by brevet, to 
date from the 9th of May, 1846. . 

Second Lieut. Alexander Hays, of the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry, to be first lieutenant by brevet, to 
date from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Captain James Duncan, 2d artillery, to be lieuten- 
ant colonel by brevet, for gallant and highly distin- 
guished conduct in the battle of Resaca de la Palma, 
to date from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Captain Charles A. May, 2d dragoons, to be lieut- 
enant colonel by brevet, for gallant and highly distin- 
guished conduet in the battle of Resaca de la Palma, 
to date from the 9th of May, 1846. 

Subsequently to the nomination of the above. which 
was on Saturday, a list of names for brevet appoint- 
ments was received from Gen. Taylor, containing the 
following in addition tothe above. These additional 
names were submitted tothe Senate yesterday morn- 
ing; but as that body did not go into Executive ses- 
sion before its final adjournment at 12 o’clock, the list 
lays over for their future action: 

Lieutenant Colonel Childs, 3d artillery. 

Captain C. F. Smith, 2d artillery. 

Capt. J. B. Scott, 4th artillery. 


Lieutenant F. N. Page, 7th infantry. 

Colonel Twiggs, who is on General Taylor’s list, 
having recently (since the battles of the 8th and 9th 
of May) been appointed a brigadier general in the 
army, his name for brevet of that grade was not in- 
cluded in the list submitted to the Senate. About 
twenty more officers were presented as deserving 
brevets, if it should be deemed proper to extend the 
number beyond the first class, but this was not done. 
As the list now is, it is believed to be large beyond 
any former precedent in the practice of this Govern- 
ment.— Union. 


CAPT. THORNTON'S DEFENCE. 


The trial of Capt. Thornton, 2d dragoons, on the 
charges preferred againgt him by the commanding 
general, for the loss of his squadron of dragoons, 
captured on the 25th April last, terminated on Wed- 
nesday. It isa long established custom, we believe, 
in both the army and navy, to bring to trial the com- 
mander of an expedition, whenever unfortunate; and 
this, however, unfortunate to individuals, appears 
but just to the accused and the country—truth is 
vindicated, and the community learns whether her 
interests are committed tosafe hands Capt. Thorn- 
ton was assisted, in the management of his case, by 
Capt. Barbour, 3d infantry, and Lieut. Bragg, 3d ar- 
tillery; and at 10 o’clock, on Wednesday, his written 
defence was made to the court by Mr. Bragg. 
Several members of the court, veterans who had 
stormed the breach, could not restrain a tear of sym- 
pathy—and many a moist eye was to be seen in the 
large audience which attended to hear the vindica- 
tion of this gallant and universally popular officer. 
We regret that we are not able to lay before our 
readers the whole of the admirable defence of the 
gallant captain. He commenced by stating that a 
long established principle of his profession, and a 
stern sense of duty on the part of his accusers, had 
brought him before the court in his present position. 
Success, he was aware, was, with military men, 
often the best of merit: yet he hoped to be able to 
show, even if he were not successful in his expedi- 
tion, his failure was not owing to the omission of ne- 
cessary precaution. 
On the night of the 24th of April, with a command 
of three commissioned officers and fifty rank and file, 
he was ordered to reconnoitre a country some 27 
miles in extent, and to bring information, whether 
the enemy had crossed the Rio Bravo, his numbers, 
and his position; and he had also further vested or- 
ders from the commanding general, to ascertain, if 
possible, whether he had crossed his artilery, and to 
report by the next day at 12 o’clock. He referred 
to the testimony of Capt. Hardee and Lieut. Cane, 
for the manner in which he executed these instruc- 
tions. He regretted that he could not Jay before 
the court the testimony of Lieut Mason, but regard- 
ed his Joss as nothing, compared with that of the 
friends and relations of the gallant young officer, 
who fell as he had lived, in the discharge of his duty. 
From the recapitulation of the testimony of Capt. 
Hardee and Lieut. Cane, in the defence, it appears 
that every precaution was used to guard against sur- 
prise—that an advance guard was thrown out, that 
flanks were impassable for the most part, from the 
nature of the country it being a perfect defile, ad- 
mitting at times a single horseman with difficulty, 
that when Captain Thornton halted his squadron to 
rest his men and horses, which was extremely ne- 
cessary,a sentinel was placed at botii ends of the 
road,so that no one could approach without his 
knowiedge. About daylight next morning the com- 
mand proceeded toward the river, and to the constant 
inquiries made of every ove that was met, ‘whether 
the enemy had crossed,” the ‘reply was “the had,” 
but all spoke from rumor—this Capt. Thornton be- 
lieved to be unrelisble authority upon which he 
could not base a report, and he referred as an evi- 
dence of this, to the numerous false rumors with 
which the American camp had abounded for a month 
previous. Captain T. alluded to the suspicious con- 
duct of his guide, which induced him to question his 
fideliiy;* and subsequent events, he thought, proved 





Captain Lewis N. Morris, 3d infantry. 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Garland, 4th infantry. 
Brevet Major George Allen, 4th infantry. 
Major T. Staniford, 5th infantry. 

Captain M. Scott, 5th infantry. 

Captain Montgomery, Sth infantry. 
Lieutenant C. R. Gates, 8th infantry. 
Lientenant G, Lincoln, 8th infantry. 
Lieutenant C. D. Jordan, 8th infantry. 
Captain A. Lowe, 2¢ artillery. 
Lieutenant B. Bragg, 3d artillery. 

Captain D. 8. Miles 7th infantry. 


that he was employed in connexion with other spies, 
‘to lead him into a posHion from which retreat was 
impossible. Subsequent information upon which he 
‘could rely, satisfied him thathis return to camp had 
j ’ 

| been cut off, that the eneiny was in his rear with u 
force of 500 cavalry and a party of Indians. Upon 
tne receipt of this information, he redoubled his pre- 
cautions—he increased his advance guard and placed 
it under the command of Lieut. Mason, with minute 








*The character of Chapito is well known to most of 
the citizens of Western ‘Texas. He was always here 
looked upon as a double faced, treacherous scoudrel, 
and we have no doubt that he-has been in the enemies 
{employ ever since the army landed at Corpus Ciristi. 





a 
instructions to keep ahead and be vigilani, but not to 
fire upon the enemy unless forced to do 30. From 
this time, Captain Thornton proceeded without , 
guide, Chapito having deserted him. Captain Thorp. 
ton here argued, and we think conclusively proved 
that an attempt to return would have been more dig. 
astrous than his move forward; he also contended 
that a “rear guard,” with such a small force, woulq 
have been untactical, and, in his opinion, unnecessa. 
ry; and, further, that it was not prescribed. The 
rear was assigned to Captain Hardee, and he never 
left it without being ordered back by Capt. Thorp. 
ton. He went on further to state, that if the com. 
mand had obeyed his instructions, they would jot 
have entered the field in which they were afterwards 
captured; but, he remarked, ‘tno precaution from 
myself, or any one else, could have altered the 
result, our fate was sealed long before entering that 
field.” 

Captain Thornton, here summoned up the facts of 
the case, as showa by the testimony, from which jt 
appeared that he had too responsible and somewhat 
varient duties to perform, that of commander of the 
squadron, and reconnitering officer. For a guide, 
Mexican of doubtful fidelity; a country of twenty 
seven miles in extent, with which he was totally un. 
acquainted, and fifteen hours, and eight of them in the 
night, to perform this duty in. In the opinion of his 
officers, his rear could have been gained by day with. 
out his being able to knowit. Spies were upon his 
actions from the time of his leaving the army, unti] 
his capture. Ordered to keep an attitude of peace, 
until the first blow should be struck. The following 
portion of this manly and soldierlike defence, struck 
us so fore \‘y, that we believe that we can repeat it 
verbatim. ‘It was my misfortune,’ said Captain 
Thornton, ‘to secure that first blow, upom my devot 
ed head, but it had to be secured, and why not by 
me?” Captain Thornton, here contended, that the 
information he obtained was important; that by means 
of his capture Gen. Taylor was able to understand 
his real position, that he was no longer on debated 
ground, and as an evidence of this, referred to the 
immedite call for reinforcements, the industry in the 
completion of Fort Brown and the march to Point 
Isabeli for provisions. But for the loss of his squad. 
ron probably, the thanks of a grateful people would 
not now be showered upon the heroes of the battle 
of the Rio Grande, but instead, the tears of widows 
and orphans might have been met with the usual in- 
difference, by the national legislature. Capt. Thorr 
ton, reminded, that to prevent this he would be wil 
ing again to hide in his bosom, the only bleeding 
heart amid the rejoicings of a victorioms army. 
Capt. Thornton, here remarked if he neg a | auy 
of the usual precautions, it was from want vow 
ledge, and begged the court to acquit him of ne® | 
and to find a verdict, if necessary, against hit, . 
incapacity. He tnen referred to his services in I! 
rida, and thought the manner in which he discharge 
his duties there, well known to some of the cour 
would enable him to defy such an imputation. Cap 
Thornton concluded by saying, that his honor ant 
military reputation, were in the hands of the coutl 
that the country had found her’s safe in their hand 
and with confidence he submitted his to them. 
{Matamoros Reville. 


VOLUNTEERS. 


Vo.unteeR Army.—The Kentucky mounted mé 
left Memphis about the 2lst July. The Tenness 
regiment left there on the 26th July, both ens 
for Mexico. The former are designated as,— 

“The Hunters of Keniucky..—The cavalry re 
ment of Col. Humphrey Marshall, mustering 1! 
strong, are represented as a body of martial met 
They are generally athletic young men, riding spl 
did horses, and their picturesque dress impaits! 
them a romantic appearance. The hat particulal 
is very fanciful. It is a drab beaver with a br 
brim, ornamented with several gold stars, and !oop 
up with gold lace in thethree cornered fashion of 8 
Revolution. They all wear their beards upshit 
with boots over the legs of their trousers, reachilf 
bove the knee, armed with huge spurs on the bé 
and faced with red morocco. 





Tue CaLirorNiA VOLUNTEERs. The U. Ste! 
Gazette says—lt appears that the volunteers ol 
lifornia, Who are at present encainped on Govern 
Island, are not quite as walling to go further! 
they have gone—at least upon the faith~of the P 
mise which the government has made to them. 





was the general impression that after the term 
| their enlistment expired, they were to receive gi 
‘of land in Caltfornia, as a reward for their serv 
| Of course, this intention implied that California 

ito be made an integral part of the union, eithet! 
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conquest or purchase; but the condition of acceptance 
to which each volunteer has subscribed, make the 
destination of the volunteers perfectly indefinate, 
and the locatiions of the grants of land equally a 
matter of doubt. It looks as if there had been de- 
ceit, and the impression made on the minds of the 
yolunteers are, it is said, of the most unfortunate 
character. Many of them would like, very much, to 
return, and quilt the uncertain chance in the west, 
for which they have perilled all, to renew the sober- 
ness Of steady life, in the great eastern city from 
whence they have been drawn. 

Besides, we do not see what necessity there is for 
going fo conquer California, settle Oregon, or any 
thing of the kind. Mr. Polk has declared that the 
prominent difficulty with Mexico to be overcome, is 
a boundary line. There is no need of sending a large 
body of troops so far, when, in all probability, peace 
willbe declared before they get far enough to see 
the waters of the Atlantic meet those of the Pacific. 
And, if we must have California, it is infinately bet- 
ter to purchase it honestly, than to turn a war, 
which, in its inception, was intended only for a de- 
fence of the ground lying between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande rivers, into a war of conqnest for.na- 
tional aggrandizement, and enlargement of our to- 
pographical limits. If we purchase, emigrants will, 
of their own accord, settle it fast enongh. 

While we condemn the want of candor on the 
part of the administration in its communications to 
these volunteers, and remark that it is in perfect 
character with many previous acts, we think that 
one very good effect will grow from this encamp- 
ment on Governor’s Island, and that is—that just so 
many volunteers as there are encamped, justso many 
persons will have learned that war is not a play- 
thing, even in- its preparations, and apart from the 
stern reality of its horrors, the privations of the camp 
will have takeu the gloss from their bright notions 
of handsome uniforms, dashing parades, and easy, 
rolicking life; and if they should ever get into a bat- 
tle, they will find, also, that glorions wounds, scars, 
and mangled limbs, are but poor recompenses for a 
little modicum of glory, and that carnage has any 
thing but a tendency to improve, enlighten, or purify. 











1 WAREHOUSING ACT. 
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CIRCULAR TO COLLECTORS AND OTHER OFFICERS OF THE 
CUSTOMS. 
Treasury Department, August 14, 1845. 

The following instructions and forms are transmitted 
for the information and government of the officers of 
the customs in carrying into effect the provisions of the 
aynexed act of congress, approved 6th August, 1846, 
entitled “An act to establish a warehousing system, and 
to amend ‘An act tv provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing laws imposing duties on 
imports, and for other purposes.’” Approved 30th Au- 
gust, 1842. ~$ 

It is to be remarked, that goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise entitled to entry for warehousing, are such only as 
shail have been actually imported after the passage of 
the act “reducing the duty on imports and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved 30.h July, 1846, vide 6th section. Atl 
goods, wares, or merchandise, i:nported prior to 3th 
July, 1846, yet on depusite in public store, the duties on 
which have not been paid, are subject to the payment of 
the duties and vharges imposed by the tariff act of 30th 
August, 1842. ; } 

Where owners, importers, consignees, or agents de- 
sire to warehouse their goods, due entry in writing must 
be made in each case, according to the form accompa- 
nying these instructions, marked A, and a bond taken 
With surity or surities to the satisfaction of the collector, 
in double the amount of the duties, according to form 
marked B. ; 

In making entry of any goods, wares, or merchandise 
to be warehoused, all acts névessary to determine their 
exact quantity, quality, and original cost, and dutiable 
value, such as apprising, weighing, gauging, or mea- 
8uring, in order to ascertain the precise amount of duty 
chargeable on the importation, must be performed and 
complied with. 

Any goods, wares, or merchandise, proposed to be 
withdrawn from warchouse for home consumption, pri- 
or to the second day of December next, the day on 
Which the new rates of duties take effect under the act 
of 30th July last, must be entered, and the duties, with 
iNterest and other charges imposed by the act of 30th 
August, 1842, must be duly paid before granting permit 
orthe delivery of any such goods, wares, or merchan- 

we. Due regard must be paid to the restrictions im- 
Posed in the act, in the withdrawal of merchandis m 
Wateliouse, to wit: in no case “a less quantity tha an 
entire package, bale, cask, or box,” or if in bulk, then 
Only “the whole quantity of each parcel, or a quantity 
not less than one ton weight, unless by the special au- 
thority of the secretary of the treasury,” cau be with- 
“rawn and delivered. 

here itis intended te withdraw any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, from warehouse for transportation to 
any other port of entry to be rewarehoused thereat, in 
pursuance of the second section of the act of 6th Au- 
cust, to establish a warehousing systein, twenty-four 


hours notice at least must be given to the collector of 
such intention, and entry be made according to form C, 
and the transportation is to be made under the regula 
tions provided in the act of 2d March, 1799, in respect 
to the transportation of goods, wares, and qnerchandise 
from one collection district to another, to be exported 
with the benefit of drawback. Hence goods may be 
transported from any port of entry to any other port of 
entry in the United Ssates, subject to the regulations 
prescribed by the before mentioned act. 

On making a transportation entry, a bond must.be 
given by the owner of the merchandise to be withdrawn 
for transportation, with sufficient sureties in double the 
amount of the duties chargeable thereon, according to 
furm herewith marked D; which bond is to be cancelled 
on production of a certificate, duly authenticated, from 
the collector of the port to which the goods stated in the 
transportation certificate have been duly entered and 
rewarehoused in public store, in his collection district, 
and bond given for the duties. 

On the withdrawal of any such goods from ware- 
house at any port, the storage and other charges that 
may have accrued thereon must be duly paid. On re- 
deposite or rewarehousing of any transported goods as 
aforesaid, due entry must be made and bond taken in 
the forms herewith marked E and F. 


For the purpose of distinguishing goods which may 
have paid duty under the new tariff act, which goes into 
operation on the 2d day of December next, that may be 
withdrawn for consumption after said day, and entitled 
to drawback, if exported within the time prescribed by 
law, from other imports on which duty was paid under 
the tariff act of 30th Angust, 1842, it becomes proper 
that suitable marks should be placed on all gods that 
may be withdrawn as aforesaid, toidentify the same, so as 
to prevent mistake or impositiun in the allowance of draw- 
back. its. 


Goods, wares, or merchandise entered for warehous- 
ing must be conveyed from the vessel, or wharf, where 
landed, to the warehouse, under the special superinten- 
dence of an inspector of the customs, in drays, carts, or 
other usual modes of conveyance, to be employed on 
public account, by the proper officer of the customs, and 
the expense at the rates usually paid for such service at 
the port in question, is to be defrayed at the time by the 
person who enters said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
for warehousing. In cases were goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, imported after the passage of the act of the 
30th July, 1846, are intended to be exported direcily 


made according to form herewith, marked G, and bond 
given, according to form H, and such exportation be 
otherwise made in the manner now required by exist- 
ing laws, relating to exportations for the benefit of draw- 
| back. In all such cases the appropriate expences are 
| to be paid before granting permit for exportation. 

All stores used for warehousing purposes are to be 
rented by the collector on public account, and paid for 


foreign merchandise, which 1s to be subject to the usual 
rates of Storage existing at the respective ports where 
such stores may be hired or rented. Appropriate ware- 


ture, as well as for gunpowder, fireecrackers, and explo- 
sive substances, having due respect to existing munici- 
pal regulations. 

For warehousing of coal, woods of various kinds, &c. 
Yards well enclosed and secured, to the satisfaction of 
the collector, may be hired or rented, and the usual rates 
for storage are to be charged on all articles deposited 
therein. Care must be ubserved by collectors in renting 
stores to select those of a substantial and secure charac- 
ter, and fire-proof where they can be obtained, and the 


procured. Before entering into any lease of stores, the 
opinion and approval of the {department must be ob- 
tained. 


Where any goods, duly warehoused, shall remain in 
store beyond one year, without payment of the duties 
and charges thereon which in pursuance of the act are 
required to be appraised and sold, the department here- 
by prescribed that all such sales shall take place within 
thirty days after the exipiration of the year, and due 
notice of such sales must be published in two or more 
public newspapers having the must extensive circula- 
tion at the port in question, daily at the principal ports 


times a week, or as often as one or more papers may 
be published thereat, for the space of two weeks. 
as the law provides that “all goods of a perishable na- 
ture, and all gunpowder, fire-crackers, and explosive 
substances deposited as aforesaid, shall be sold forth- 
wiih,” they must be sold at the earliest day practicable, 
after due publication of notice, and time given for in- 
spection by persons desirous of purchasing the same. 
The quarterly returns required by the 4th section of 
the act will be made according to the form herewith 
marked I. R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
*'Copies of these instructions will be transmitted 
to the respective officers of the customs, so soon as the 
forms necessary to accompany the same can be_printed. 








Baecace wacons. We understand that 6 or 700 bag- 


boring towns, and an unusual activity, tor the season 
prevails therefore in those branches of trade. 





{Newark Daily Adv. 


from warehouse to a foreign country, entry must be | 


as such, and appropriated exclusively to the storage of | 


houses must be provided for goods of a perishable na- | 


rents stipulated for, must be as reasonable as can be | 


for the space of ten days, and at the other ports three | 
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gage wagons, and about as many eets of harness, for | 
the U. S. army, are making in this city and the neigh- | 
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THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 








PRoceeEpInGs or Tue Senate, and documents commue 
nicated thereto, from which the injunction of secrecy 


has been removed, in relation to affairs between the 
United States and Mexico. 


IN EXECUTIVE SESSION, SENATE OF THE U. STATES, 
Tuesday, August 4, 1846. 
[CONFIDENTIAL | Washington, August 4, 1846. 
To the Senate of the United Siates: 
[ herewith communicate to the senate the copy of 
a Jetter, under date of the 27th ultimo, from the se- 
cretary of state of the United States to the minister 
of foreign relations of the Mexican republic, again 
proposing to open negotiations and conclude a treaty 
of peace, which shall adjust all the questions in dis- 
pute between the two republics. Considering the 
relative power of the two countries, the glorious 
events which have already signalized our arms, and 
the distracted condition of Mexico, I did not con- 
ceive that any point of national honor could exist 
which ought to prevent me from making this over- 
ture. Equally anxious to terminate, by a peace hoe 
norable for both parties, as I was originally to avoid 
the existing war, I have deemed it my duty again to 
extend the olive branch to Mexico. Should the go} 
vernment of that republic accept the offer in the 
same friendly spirit by which it was dictated, nego- 
tiations will speedily commence for the conclusion 
of a treaty. 
The chief difficulty to be anticipated in the nego- 
tiation is the adjustment of the er ant between 





h 'p parties, by a line which shall at once be satisfac- 


«Ory and convenient to Both, and such as neither will 
hereafter be inclined to disturb. This is the best 
mode of securing perpetual peace and good neighbor- 
hood between the two republics. Should the Mexi- 
can government, in order to accomplish these ob- 
jects, be willing to cede any portion of their territo- 
ry to the United States, we ought to pay them a fair 
equivalent; a just and honorable peace, and not con- 
quest, being our purpose in the prosecution of the war. 

Under these circumstances, and considering the 
| exhausted and distracted condition of the Mexican 
republic, it might become necessary, in order to re~ 
store peace, that I should have it in my power to ad- 
vance a portion of the consideration money for any 
cession of territory which may be made. The Mex- 
ican government might not be willing to wait for the 
payment of the whole until the treaty could be rati- 
fied by the senate, and an appropriation to carry it 
|into effect be made by congress; and the necessity 
for such a delay might defeat the object altogether.’ 
I would, therefore, suggest whether it might not be 
wise for congress to appropriate a sum such as they 
might consider adequate for this purpose, to be paid, 





if necessary, immediately upon the ratification of 
| the treaty by Mexico. This disbursement would, of 
course, be accounted for at the treasury, not as se- 
cret service money, but as other expenditures. 

‘Two precedents for such a proceeding exist in our 
past history, during the administration of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, to which I would call your attention. On the 
26th February, 1803, congress passed an act appro- 
priating $2,000,000 “for the purpose of defraying 
any extraordinary expenses which may be incurred 
‘in the intercourse between the United States and 
foreign nations,” ‘to be applied under the discretion 
of the President of the United States, who shall 
cause an account of the expenditure thereof to be 
laid before congress as soon as may be;’’ and on the 
13th February, 1806, an appropriation was made of 
the same amount and inthe same terms. The ob- 
ject in the first case was to enable the president to 
obtain the cession of Louisiana, and in the second 
that of the Floridas. In neither case was the money 
/actually drawn from the treasury; and [ should hope 
that the result might be similar in this respect, on 
|the present occasion, though the appropriation is 
deemed expedient as a precautionary measure. 

] refer the whole subject to the senate in execu- 
tive session. If they should concur in opinion with 
me, then I recommend the passage of a Jaw appro- 
priating such a sum as congress may deem adequate, 
to be used by the executive, if necessary, for the 
purpose which I have indicated. 

In th@¢wo cases to which I have referred, the spe~- 
cial purpo&® of the appropriation did not appear on 
the face of ttdaw, as this might have defeated the 
object; neither, fOmthe same reason, in my opinion, 
ought it now be to staté@ 

1 also communicate to the senate the copy of a 
letter from the secretary of state to Commodore 
'Conner, of the 27th ultimo, which was transmitted 
to him on the day it bears date. 

JAMES K. POLK. 











| ‘The message was read. 
| [The féllowing communications, dated 27th July, 
‘from the secretary of state, communicated with the 
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preceding message, are inserted here in connexion 
with the message, (although not a part of the Jour- 
nal,) in preference to making them an appendix:] 


[MR. BUCHANAN TO THE MEXICAN MINISTER OF 
. FOREIGN AFFAIRS. | 
Department of State, Washington, July 27, 1846. 


Sir: The President of the United States, no less 
anxious to terminate than he was to avoid the pre- 
sent unhappy war with the Mexican republic, has 
determined to make an effort to accomplish this pur 
pose. He has accordingly instructed the undersign- 
ed, secretary of state, to propose through your ex- 
céllency to the Mexican government, that negotia- 
tions shall forthwith commence for the conclusion of 
a peace just and honorable for both parties. Should 
this offer be received and responded to by the Mexi- 
can government in the same frank and friendly spirit 
by which it has been dictated, he will immediately 
despatch an envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary to the city of Mexico, with instructions 
and full powers to conclude a treaty of peace which 
shall adjust all the questions in dispute between the 
tworepublics. lif the Mexican government should 
prefer to send a minister to Washington to conduct 
the negotiation here, he shall be received with kind- 
ness and respect, and every effort shall be made to 
accomplish the object of his mission with the least 
possible delay. 

In the present communication it is deemed useless, 
and might prove injurious, to discuss the causes of 
the existing war. This might tend to delay or de- 
feat the restoration of peace. ‘Ihe past is alread 
consigned to history; the future, under Providendt, 
is within our own power, 

The occasion may, however, be embraced to state 
that the President has ever cherished the kindest 
feelings for Mexico, and that one of the first wishes 
of his heart is, that she may be a powerful and pros- 
perous republic, in perpetual amity with the United 
States. 

Commodore Connor will transmit this despatch 
for your excellency to the governor of Vera Cruz,’ 
under a flag of truce; and you are respectfully invit- 
ed to adopt the same channel for communicating 
your answer. 

I avail myself of this occasion to offer your excel- 
Jency the assurance of my most distinguished consid- 
eration. JAMES BUCHANAN. 

To his excellency the Minister or ForegIcGn RE- 
LATIONS, of the Mexican republic. 


[MR. BUCHANAN TO COMMODORE CONNER. | 


Department of State, Washington, July 27, 1846. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a seal- 
ed note, addressed to the Minister of Foreign rela- 
tions of the Mexican republic, with an open copy of 
the same for yourown use. From this you will per- 
perceive that the President has determined again to 
offer the olive branch to Mexico. 

The President does net believe that any point of 
national honor should forbid him from making this 
tender, especially after the glorious events which 
have thus far marked the progress of the war.— 
Should the Mexican government determine to accept 
the offer and enter upon negotiations, it may and pro- 
bably will propose to you to conclude an armistice 
during their pendency. If such a proposition should 
be made, you will promptly but kindly reject it, giv- 
ing at the same time every assurance that the Presi- 
dent will do allin his power to bring the negotiations 
oan satisfactory termination with the least possible 

elay. 

If an armistice were concluded the two parties 
would not stand on an equal footing. The United 
States, at a heavy expense, now have armies in the 
fleld and navies on the ocean, in successful progress 
to conquer an honorable peace. Should their oper- 
ations be arrested by an armistice, and the negolia- 
tions for peace should finally fail, we should then 
Jose nearly all the advantages of an entire campaign. 
Besides, this sacrifice, great as it mig it de, would 
scarcely equal the evils in any form, waich a season 
of inactivity could not fail to inflict ur »n our troops, 
the greatest portion of whom consist o patriotic citi- 
zens who have volunteered to serve | :eir country in 
the confidence that they would be e¢ -tively-employ- 


Tuesday, August 4, 1846. 


On motion of Mr. McDuffie, 

Ordered, That the message, with the documents 
communicated therewith relating to affairs with the 
republic of Mexico, be-referred to the committee on 
foreign relations. 


Wednesday, August 5, 1846. 


Mr. McDuffie, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, to whom was referred, on the 4th inst., the mes- 
sage and documents relating to affairs with the repub- 
lic of Mexico, reported the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the course adopted and proposed by 
the President, as indicated in his message of the 4th 
instant, for the speedy termination of the war with 
Mexico, receives the approbation of the senate. 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of the senate, it is 
expedient to place two millions of dollars at the dis: 
posal of the president, to be used at his discretion, 
in the event of a treaty of peace with Mexico satis- 
factorily adjusting the boundaries of the two coun- 
tries, and that the committee on foreign relations be 
instructed to report to the senate in open session a 
bill for that purpose in conformity to the provisions 
of similar acts passed in 1803 and 1806. 
The senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to 
consider said resolutions; and, after debate, on mo- 
tion by Mr. McDuffie, the second resolution was 
modified to read as follows: 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of the senate, it is 
expediert to place the sum of money at the disposal 
of the president, to be used at his discretion, in the 
event of a treaty of peace with Mexico satisfactorily 
-justing the boundaries of the two countries. 
~ Mr. Hannegan, submitted the following as an 
amendment to the said resolutions: 
“To strike out all after the word resolved, in the 
first section, to the end of the second resolution, and 
insert: That the senate heartily unite with the pre- 
sident in his expressed desire for a speedy and ho- 
norable peace with Mexico; but, as at present in- 
formed, there is no further advice to give in the 
premises.” 

On motion of -Mr. Crittenden: 

Ordered, That the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee, as modified, be recommitted to the committee 
on foreign relations. 


Thursday, August 6, 1846. 


Mr. McDuffie, from the committee on foreign re- 
lations, to whom was recommitted, on the Sth inst., 
the resolutions reported on that day, reported the 
following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the senate entertain a strong de- 
sire that the existing war with Mexico should be 
terminated by a treaty of peace, just and honorable 
to both nations; and that the president be advised to 
adopt all proper measures for the attainment of that 
object. 


2. Resolved further, That the senate deem it advis- 
able that congress should appropriate a sum of mo- 
ney to enuble the president to conclude a treaty of 
peace, limits and boundaries with the republic of 
Mexico, and to be used by him in the event that such 
treaty should call for the expenditure of the money 
so appropriated, or any part thereof. 

The senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to 
consider the said resolutions, and, on the question to 
agree to the first resolution, it was determined in the 
affirmative: Yeas 43, nays 2. 


On motion by Mr. Breese, the yeas and nays being 
desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those 
who voted in the affirmative are— 

Yeas.—Messrs. Archer, Ashiey, Atherton, Bagby, 
Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chal- 
mers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Cor- 
win, Crittenden, Davis, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fair- 
field, Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, McDuffie, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Pielps, Sevier, 
Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, West- 
cott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—43 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Nays.— Messrs. Atchison, and Rusk—2. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. McDuffie, it was— 
Ordered, That the secretary of the senate be di- 
rected to retain the bill from the house of represen. 





ed. Whilst, therefore, the Preside at gidicerely de- 
sires with the utmost promptitud).ad restore our 
friendly relations with Mexico oe fair and liberal 
terms, the war must continas to be prosecuted with 
the utmost vigor until a Uefinite treaty of peace shall 
be signed and ratified by Mexico. 

You will not fail, with all the despatch in your 
power, to transmit the answer of the Mexican gov- 
ernment to this department. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, JAMES BUCHANAN. 

To Commodore Dayip Conner, commanding the 
naval forces of the United States in the Gulf of Mexico. 


tatives (H.R. No. 50) ‘making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of government for 
the year ending the 30th June, 1847, and for other 
purposes,” which passed the senate, with amend 
ments, on the 5th instant, and not communicate the 
same to the house of representatives until the fur- 
| ther order of the senate. 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, the vote on the adoption 
of the said order was reconsidered. 

On motion by Mr. Alchison, to amend the second 
resolution by inserting after the word ‘*‘Mexico” the 
following words: ‘‘And for the purchase of the whole 
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ae was determined in the negative: Yeas 11, nays 
On motion by Mr. Jtchison, the yeas and nays be. 
ing desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those: 
who voted in the affirmative are— 

YeEas.— Messrs. Ailen, Atchison, Benton, Breese, 
Bright, Cass, Dix, Pearce, Sevier, Sturgeon, and 
W oodbridge—11. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 
Nays.—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bagb 
Barrow, Berrien, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, y : 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, Greene, 
Hannegan, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Semple, 
Simmons, Speight, ‘Turney, Upham, Westcott, and 
Yulee—35. 

So the proposition was rejected. 

On motion by Mr. Pearce, to amend the the second 
resolution by adding thereto the following proviso: 
Provided, That no part of the said sum of money 
shall be applied to the purchase of any part of Cali- 
fornia. 

On motion by Mr. Semple, to amend this proposed 
amendment by adding thereto the words ‘“‘until after 
the conclusion of a peace with Mexico.” 

It was determined in the negative. ° 

On the question to agree to the amendment pro. 
posed by Mr, Pearce, it was determened in the ne- 
gative, yeas 7, nays 32. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the yeas and nays being 
desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those 
who voted in the affirmative are— 

Yeas.— Messr. Cilley, Tho’s Clayton, Miller, Pearce, 
Phelps, Semple, and Upham—7. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 
Nays.—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, 
Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Bright, Calhoun, 
Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Corwin, Dickinson. Dix, 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, 
Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, Woodbridge, 
and Yulee—32. ~ 

So the proposition was rejected. 


On motion by Mr. Berrien, to amend the second 
resolution reported by the committee on foreign re- 
lations by striking out all after the word “resolved” 
to the end thereof, and inserting the foiiowing: 

“That in the opinion of the senate, it would be 
proper to place at the disposal of the president of 
the United States a sum of money adequate to the 
attainment of peace with Mexico, by negotiating a 
treaty for the restoration of peace, and defining and 
establishing the limits and boundaries between the 
United States and Mexico; and that, to accomplish 
this object, it would be advisable that a proposition 
to this effect should be submitted to the two houses 
of congress in such mode as the president may deem 
proper.” 

It was determined in the negative by 10 yeas, and 
34 nays. 

On motion by Mr. Rusk, the yeas and nays being 
desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those 
wko voted in the affirmative are— 

Yeas —Messrs. Berrien, Corwin, Crittenden, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Semple, Webster, Westcott, 
and Woodbridge— 10 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Nays.—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashiey, Atchison, 
Atherton, Bagby, Parrow, Benton, Bright, Cathoun, 
Cameren, Cass, Chalmers, ~Cilley, John M. Clayton, 
Davis, Dickinson, Dix, Evins, Fairfield, Greene, Hous- 
ton, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lew- 
is, McDuffie, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Upham, and Yulee—34. 

So the proposition was rejected. 


On motion by Mr. Morehead, to amend the second 
resolution by adding thereto the following: 

‘‘ Provided, That before the appropriation is made 
the president of the United States shall inform the 
two houses of congress, in confidence, of the object 
or objects to which the money shall be applied.” 

jt was determined in the negative: Yeas 18, nays 
26. 


On motion by Mr. Morehead, the yeas and nays be- 
ing desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those 
who voted 1n the affirmative are— ; 

Yeas.—Messrs Atchison, Barrow, Berrien, Cilley, 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Greene, 
Hannegan, Jarnagin, Manguin, Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Semple, Simmons, Upham, and W vodbridge 
Those who voted in the negative are— 

vs.—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, 
Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Cha 
mers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Jonpecr.’ 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDu . 
Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, ‘Yurney, a 
Yulee—26, ' 

So the proposition was rejected. ; 

On the question to agree to the second resolution 
repurted this day from the committee on foreign re- 
lations, it was determined in the affirmative: Yeas 
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or a part of Upper California.” 


33, nays 19. 
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On motion by Mr. Cass, the yeas and nays being 
desired by one-fifth of the senators present, those 
who voted in the affirmative are — ; 

Yeas.— Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, 
Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Ca neron, 
Cass, Chalmers, Corwin, Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, 
Evans, Fairfield, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, Lew's, MeDaffie, Manguin, Niles, 
Rusk, Sevier, Speight. Sturgeon, Turney, Webster, 
Westcott, and Yulee—33. 

Those who voted in t..e negative are— 

Nays —Messrs. Archison, Barrow, 
ley, John M. Clayton, Dnivis, Greene, Hannegan, 
Huntingion, Jarnugin, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 
Phelps, Semple, Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridze 
—18. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the secretary lay the said resolution 
before the President of the United States. 

Friday, August 1. 

Mr. Lewis, submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on finances be in- 
structed forthwith to report a bill appropriating two 
millions of dollars to be placed at the disposal of the 
president, to enable him to conclude a treaty of 
peace, limits, and boundary with the republic of 
Mexico, agreeably to a resolution of the senate, 


Berrien, Cil- 


.adopted in executive session on the 6th instant, and 


in concurrence with a recommendation of the presi- 
dent, in his communication on that subject to the 
senate, in executive session, received on the 4th in- 
stant. 

Mr. Lewis, submitted a communication from the 
secretary of state to the chairman of the committee 
on finance of the senate, on the subject embraced in 
said resolution, which was read. 


Monday, August 10, 1846. 


On motion by Mr. Lewis, 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy be remov- 
ed from the message of the President, of the 4th in- 
stant, relating to a negotiation with the republic of 
Mexico, from all documents communicated to the 
senate in relation thereto, and from the proceedings 
of the senate on the subject thereof. 
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{Public documents in relation to the treaty, continued 
from page 378. ] 


List of accompanying papers. . 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McLane, July 12, 1845. 

Same to same, Sept. 13, 1345. 

Same to same, Nov. 5, 1845. 

Mr. McLane to Mr. Buchanan, Dec. 1, 1845. Ex- 
tracts, 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McLane, Dec. 13, 1845. 

Same to same, Dec. 29, 1845. 

Same to same, Jan. 29, 1846. 

Mr. McLane to Mr. Buchanan, Feb. 3, 1846. Ex- 
tract. 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. MaLane, Feb. 26, 1846. Ex- 
tracts. 

Same to same, March 28, 1846. 

Same to same, (with enclosure,) Apr.l 28, 1846. 

Same to same, June 6, 1846. 

Same to same, June 13, 1846. 

Same to same, June 22, 1846. 

Lord Aberdeen to Mr. McLane, May 22, 1846. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE- 
Depariment of State, 
Washington, July 12, 1845. 

Str: Although the president does not intend to 
transfer the Oregon negotiation from Washington to 
London, yet, as her Britannic majesty’s ministers 
Will doubtless afford you frequent opportunities of 
conversing upon the subject, it is proper that you | 
should be well informed of the present state of the 
question. For this purpose it is necessary to fur- 
nish you with a brief historical sketch of the propo- 
sitions for its adjustment which have been hereto- | 
are ees and rejected by the respective govern- 

ents. 

The first negotiation was that of 1818, which ter- | 
Minated in the convention of the 20:th October of | 
that year. It was conducted by Messrs. Gallatin 
and Rush, as American plenipotentiaries, in obe- 
dience to instructions from Mr. Adams, then secre- 
tary of state under Mr. Monroe’s administration.— 

ur plenipotentiaries inform us that they did not, on 
that occasion, ‘assert that the United States had a 
perfect right to the country, but insisted that their 
Claim was at least good against Great Britain.” — 
They, therefore, offered to compromise by adopting 


~r parallel of 49 degrees by surrendering to Great 


[No. 2.] 








by this line. The British plenipotentiaries, (Messe 





| its own limitation; and a most formal and serious ef- | 


ee a 





Robinson and Goulburn,), in answer, ‘‘did not make 


any formal proposition for a boundery, but intimated 
that the river itself was the most convenient that 
could be adopted, and that they would not agree to 
any that did not give them the harbor at the mouth 
of the river, in common with the United States.”— 
But although they did not propose a permanent 
boundary, they did make a most extraordinary pro- 
position to the American plenipotentiaries, which 
was instantly and properly rejected. This was no 
less in effect than that the United States should sur- 
render to Great Britain the exclusive sovereignty 
over the whole territory north of 49 degrees; whilst 
that portion of it which lies between the 45th and 
the 49th parallels, embracing the mouth and nearly 
the whole course of the Columbia river, should ‘tbe 
free and open to the subjectsand citizens of the two 
states respectively, for the purpose of trade and com- 
merce,” reserving the claims of the respective par- 
ties, not to the whole territory, but to this section of 
it merely. 

This negotiation resulted in the adoption of the 
third article of the convention of the 20th October, 
1818, under which the United States so far yielded 
to the claims of Great Britain as to agree that the 
whole territory should ‘tbe free and open for the 
term of ten years from the date of the signature of 
the present convention, to the vessels, citizens, and 
subjects of the two powers.” 

The second negotiation on this subject, during the 
administration of Mr. Monroe, was conducted, in 
1824, by Mr. Rush as the American plenipotentiary, 
under the instructions of Mr. Adams. In the mean- 
time the United States had acquired the Spani-h title, 
embracing the whole territory in dispute, under the 
Florida treaty of the 22d February, 1819; and Mr. 
Monroe had made his celebrated declaration to the 
world, that the American continent should no longer 
be subject to colonization. Notwithstanding this 
change in the relative position of the parties, Mr. 
Monroe, anxious to settle the conflicting claims of 
Russia, Great Britain, and the United States, to the 
territory on the northwest coast of America, and 
knowing that this could only be done by compromise, 
authorized Mr. Rush through the instructions from 
Mr. Adams, dated the 22d July, 1823, ‘‘with a view 
to draw a definite line of demarcation, for the fu- 
ture, to stipulate that no settlement shall be made on 
the northwest coast, or on any of the islands thereto 
adjoining, by Russian subject, south of latitude 55; 
by citizens of the United States north of latitude 51 
degrees, or by British subjects either south of 51 or 
north of 55. 1 mention (says Mr. Adams) the lati- 
tude of 51 as the bound within which we are willing 
to limit the future settiement of the United States, 
because it is not to be doubted that the Columbia 
river branches as far north as 51.” ‘As, however, 
the line already runs, in latitude 49 degrees, to the 
Stony mountains, should it be earnestly insisted upon 
by Great Britain, we will consent to carry it in coa 
tinuance on the same parallel to the sea.”’ 

Mr. Rush, with great ability, atteinpted to execute 
his instructions. He first proposed 51 degrees, and 
afterwards 49 degrees; but in vain. These proposi 
tions were severally rejected by the Brilish plenipo- 
tentiaries, (Messrs. Huskisson and Stratford Can- 
ning.) who proposed the 49th parallel as a permanent 
boundary between the two countries until it should 
strike the northeasternmost branch of the Columbia 
river, (McGillivray’s,) and thence down-the same to 


its junction with the ocean, “the navigation of the 


whole channel being perpetually free to the subjects 
and citizens of both parties.” ‘This proposition was 
rejected by Mr. Rush, and here the negotiation end- 
ed.”’ 


The third negotiation on this subject took place in 
1826-27, during the administration of Mr. Adé@ims, 
and was conducted by Mr. Gallatin as Ameriean 
plenipotentiary, under instructions from Mr. Clay, | 
then secretary of state. The third article of the, 


convention of October, 1818, was about to expire by | 


fort was then made finally to adjust this vexed ques- | 
tion; but it utterly failed. This negotiation displays | 
great research and ability on both sides. Mr. Galla- | 
tin, in behalf of the United States, again offered to 
compromise the question by adopting the 49th paral- 
lel of latitude as the dividing line between the two | 
countries west of the Rocky mountains; and to agree | 
that the navigation of the Columbia should ‘‘be per- 
petually free to the subjects of Great Britain in com- 
mon with the citizens of the United States,” provi- 
ded this line should strike the northeasternmost or 
any other branch of that river at a point from which 
it was navigable for boats. . 

This offer was rejected by the British plenipoten- | 
tiaries (Messrs. Huskisson and Addington) in very | 





Titain the free navigation of the rivers (the Colum-| strong terms. They repeated the offer which had | pute. 
1a, of course, included) which might be interseeted | been made to Mr. Rush on the part of Great B 


in 1824, with this addition, that they were willing to | 


concede to the United States the possession of Port 
Discovery, on the southern coast of De Fuca’s inlet, 
and annex thereto “all that tract of country com- 
comprised within a line to be drawn from Cape 
Fiattery, along the southern shore of De Fuca’s in- 
let, to Point Wilson, at the northwestern extremity 
of Admiralty inlet; from thence along the western 
shore of that inlet, across the entrance of Hood’s 
inlet, to the point of land forming the northeastern 
extremity of the said inlet; from thence, along the 
eastern shore of that inlet, to the southern extremi- 
ty of the same; from thence direct to the southern 
point of Gray’s harbor; from thence, along the 
shore of the Pacific to Cape Flattery, as before men- 
tioned.” 

This proposition was rejected by Mr. Gallatin, 
acd the negotiation terminated in the convention of 
August 6th, 1827, which continued the third article 
of the convention of October, 1818, until it should 
be abrogated by the one party or the othe?, by giving 
a notice of twelve months to that effect. This con- 
vention has ever since remained in force; and ever 
since, under its provisions, the subjects of Great 
Britain have enjoyed the same rights over the whole 
territory as the citizens of the United States. This 
joint occupation has continued for more than a quar- 
ter of a century; and it is not to be supposed that the 
British government will now consent by negotiation 
to yield to us the whole territory up to 54° 40’ after 
our government had thrice offered to divide it by the 
parallel of 49 degrees, and they bad thrice refused 
this offer, even when accompanied by a grant of the 
free navigation of the Columbia. 

The next notice of this question will be found un- 
der the administration of General Jackson. It is 
contained in the instructions of Mr. Livingston to 
Mr. Van Buren, dated on the Ist August, 1831, with 
a copy of which, so far as they relate to this subject, 
you shall be furnished. From this, you will perceive 
that General Jackson’s administration, so far from 
objecting to the occupation of the whole territory by 
the British in common with ourselves, were entirely 
satisfied to suffer this state of things to continue.— 
These instructions do not proceed upon the principle 
or claiming the whole territory for the United States, 
although they express a strong opinion in favor of 
our right. After stating that the term of joint occu- 
pation was indefinitely continued for the purpose, in 
the language of the treaty, ‘‘of giving time to mature 
measures which shall have for their object a more 
definite settlement of the claims of each party to the 
said territory,” they go on to remark that ‘‘this sub- 
ject then is open for discussion, and until the rghts 
of the parties can be settled by negotiation, ours can 
suffer nothing by delay.” 

These instructions evidently look to a settlement 
of the rights of the respective parties by negotiation, 
and not to an absolute exclusion of Great Britain 
from the whole territory. 

From the lst of August, 1831, the date of Mr. 
Livingston’s instructions to Mr. Van Buren, until 
the 9th of October, 1843, no further notice of the 
Oregon question was taken in any instructions from 
this department. On that day Mr. Upshur, then the 
secretary of state under Mr. ‘Tyler’s administration, 
addressed instructions to Mr. Everett on the sub- 
ject. Following in the course of compromise point- 
ed out by his predecessors, Mr. Upshur says, ‘The 
offer of the 49th parallel! of latitude, although it has 
once been rejected, may be again tendered, together 
with the right of navigating the Columbia upon 
equitable terms. Beyond this the president is not 
now prepared to go. Nevertheless you may pro- 
pose or receive, subject to the approval of this goy- 
ernment, any other terms of compromise which in 
the progress of your discussions may appear to pro- 
mise a satisfactory adjustment of this important ques- 
tion.” 





Next came the existing negotiation which the 
president found pending on his accession to office. 

This negotiation, like all which had preceded it, 
was based upon the principle of compromising the 
claims of the parties, and not of demanding the 
whole territory for the United States. The first pro- 
tocol signed by Messrs. Calhoun and Packenham, on 
the 23d August last, states that it was instituted ‘to 
treat of the respective claims of the two countries 
to the Oregon territory, with the view to establish 
a permanent boundary between the two countries 
westward of the Rocky mountains to the Pacific 
ocean.” 

The president at a very early period of his admin- 
istration was called upon to decide whether he would 
break off or continue this negotiation. Placed in 
such a responsible position, he first inquired whether 
the national honor required that he should abruptly 
terminate it by demanding the whole territory in dis- 
War before dishonor is a maxim deeply en- 


ritaind graven upon the hearts of the American people; and 


this maxim ever shall regulate his conduct towards 
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foreign nations. But it was impossible for him to 
conceive that there could be dishonor in pursuing the 
course which had been adopted by Mr. Monroe, his 
patriot revolutionary predecessor, more than a quar- 
ter of a century ago, and had been either expressly 
sanctioned or acquiesced in by all succeeding admin- 
istrations. 

. His next inquiry was, would a compromise of the 
claims of the parties, by adopting the parallel of 49 
degrees, materially injure the interest of the United 
States? The entrance of the straits of Fuca, Ad- 
miralty inlet, and Puget’s sound, with their fine har- 
bors and rich surrounding soil, are all south of this 
parallel. We know but little of the country north 
of it, but, from all the information we have obtain- 
ed, it is, with the exception of a few spots, wholly 
unfit for agriculture, and incapable of sustaining any 
considerable population. Its chief, indeed almost its 
only value consists in the furs which may yet be col- 
lected updn it; and even in this particular it is not of 
much imporiance. 

Arbitration being out of the question, the alterna- 
tives which remained were either to compromise the 
claims of the parties upon terms similar to those 
which had often been proposed by the government 
of the United States and rejected by that of Great 
Britain, or to demand the exclusive sovereignty over 
the whole territory in dispute; and thus to render 
war almost inevitable. In the present enlightened 
and christian age war ought to be the very last al- 
ternative of nations, and should never be resorted to 
unless for a cause which renders it imperatively ne- 
cessary. To rush into hostilities, if this can be ho- 
norably avoided, would subject the United States to 
the condemnation of all christendom. The presi- 
dent doubts whether the judgment of the civilized 
world would be in our favor in a war waged for a 
comparatively worthless territory north of 49 degrees, 
which his predecessors had over and over again of- 
fered to surrender to Great Britain provided she 
would yield her pretensions to the country south of 
that latitude. Besides, a war for such a cause, whilst 
it would doubtless be sustained by the patriotism, 
might not meet the approbation, of a large portion of 
our own fellow-citizens. 

On the other hand, suppose the American propo- 
sition of the 49th degree of latitude should be again 
made by the United States and again rejected by 
Great Britain, and war then be the consequence, we 
might appeal to all mankind for the justice and mod- 
eration of our demand. The voice of an impartial 
world would pronounce our cause to be righteous, 
and our own citizens would be enthusiastically 
united in sustaining such a war. Should the nego- 
tiation end in Wsappointment, the president, having 
done all that can be required of him for the preser- 
vation of peace, will afterwards feel himself perfect- 
ly free to insist upon our rights in their full extent, 
up to the Russian line. 

Influenced by these important considerations, you 
will perceive from my note to Mr. Pakenham a copy 
of which I now enclose you, that the president has 
once more proposed to the government of Great 
Britain that the territory west of the Rocky moun- 
tains, which has been under existing treaties ‘free 
and open” to the occupation of both nations ever 
since 1818, shall now be divided between them by 
the 49th parallel of north latitude, offering at the 
same time to make free to Great Britain any port or 

rts on Vancouver’s island, south of this parallel, 
which the British government may desire. 

You will observe that the proposition is silent in 
regard to the navigation of the Columbia river—a 

rivilege which has heretofore been repeatedly of- 
ered to Great Britain in former attempts to settle 
this question. Such a privilege the president cannot 
concede, although he is we!! aware of the serious, if 
not insuperable obstacles which this may present to 
the success of the negotiation. The tenacity with 
which Great Britain will adhere to the free naviga- 
tion of the Columbia, which she now enjoys, is mani- 
fest from the note of Mr. Pakenham to Mr. Calhoun, 
of the 12th September last, with a copy of which 
you have been furnished. 


If the free navigation of the Columbia were grant | 
ed to Great Britain, this would be a perpetual source | 


of strife and cause of collision between the citizens 


and subjects of the two nations in those reniote re- | 


gions. It would be almost impossible, by any vigi- 
Jance which could be exerted, to execute the revenue 
Jaws of the respective countries, and prevent smug- 
gling on either side of the river. Besides, there are 
several portages around the falls and rapids of this 
river and its branches, the use of which is necessary 
to the enjoyment of its free navigation. This would 
introduce the subjects of Great Britain with their 
merchandize into the beart of the country, and thus 
greatly increase the evi] beyond-what it would be if 
they were confined to the channel of the river.—- 


such a manner as to leaye no source behind from 
which might proceed new difficulties and new dan- 
gers again to involve the peace of the two coun- 
tries. Wath his present impressions, he can never 
yield to Great Britain the free navigation of the Co- 
lumbia. 

It is to be hoped that Great Britain may view this 
subject in the same light, especially as within the 
last few years rivers have been explored and resort- 
ed to north of the parallel of 49 degrees, on which 
her trade may be conducted between the interior and 
the ucean, without the use of the Columbia. 

Whilst denying this privilege, which has been 
hitherto so often offered, it may be asked, what rea- 
son have we to hope that Great Britain may now ac- 
cede to the naked parallel of 49 degrees? There 
would be little or none, unless our proposition had 
contained such a concession in some other particular 
as to enable her to retreat with honor from her 
former demands. This will be found in our offer to 
make free to Great Britain any port or ports on Van- 
couver’s island, south of 49 degrees, which the Brit- 
ish government may desire. It is true, this is but a 
trifling concession, considering the small portion of 
the cap of Vancouver’s island which lies south of 
that parallel; and, although no equivalent, it is yet 
something which may be a refuge for British pride, 
whilst surrendering the free navigation of the Co- 
lumbia. Besides, as they have in their last proposi- 
lion so far gone beyond that of 1827 as to offer to 
make free to the United States any port or ports 
which they might desire, either on the main land or 
Vancouver’s island south of latitude 49 degrees, our 
offer to them of free ports on the southern cap of 
that isla d may be deemed a reciprocal concession. 

Had this been a new question, you are fully aware 
that the president never would have presented such 
a proposition; but it must not be forgotten that the 
American government never dies although the agents 
who administer it are perpetually changing. Its 
course of policy towards foreign nations should not 
change with every changing administration, but ought 
to be uniform and consistent, unless for reasons of 
imperative necessity. 

From what has been said, you will perceive how 
wholly impossible it is for the president to accept 
any terms of compromise which would bring the 
British south of the parallel of 49 degrees; and this 
you may intimate to the British ministers in conver- 
sation, should you deem it wise under all the circum- 
stances. The only exception to this rule which 
could possibly be made might be the concession, for 
an adequate equivalent, of the small cap of Van- 
couver’s island south of this latitude, which would 
be of no importance to the United States, whilst it 1s 
of considerable value to Great Britain. 

You will enforce our proposition upon the British 
ministry with all the enlightened ability of which 
you are so eminently the master. Should it be re- 
jected, the president will be relieved from the em- 
barrassment in which he has been involved by the 
acts, offers, and declarations of his predecessors.— 
Afterwards, if the difficulty can only be resolved by 
the sword, we may then appeal with confidence to 
the world for the equily and justice of our cause, 
and may anticipate the smiles of Heaven upon the 
right. lam, &c., JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Louis McLane, Esq., &c., &c., &e. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M'LANE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, Sept. 13, 1845. 

| Sir: Lhave the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your despatches of the 16th and 18th ultumo, the 
former of which was piaced in my bands by the 
Hon. Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, and to transmit 

u, herewith, a copy of my last note to the Right 


[No. 9.] 





ichard Pakenham, her Britannic Majesty’s | 


minister at Washington, relative to the Oregon ques- 
tion. Lam, &e., JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Hon. Lovis McLane, &c., &c., &e. 





MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, Nov. 5, 1845 

Sir: Your despatches to No. 16, inclusive, have 
| been duly received. 

| Bince the receipt, on the 21st ultimo, of your No. 
|9, I have held several conversations with Mr. Paken- 
‘ham. His purpose, doubtless, was to ascertain 
| whether the president would not take back his with- 


| (No. 13} 


this could not be done, to obtain some assurance in 
advance as to the manner in which a new proposi- 
tion from the British government would be received. 
He did not accomplish either object. In these con- 
versations, | gave him distinctly to understand that 


the president could not consent to recall what had | 





Ee 
withdrawal of our offer. At the same time I ob- 
served, in answer to a question propounded by him 
that if the British government should think proper 
to make any new proposition to the government of 
the United Siates for the settlement of the Oregon 
question, it would be respectfully considered by 
the president, without, however, feeling himself 
committed in any degree by the offer which had been 
already made and rejected, and afterwards with. 
drawn. 

Mr. Pakenham urged that he had not rejected our 
proposition, but had merely refused to accept it, and 
endeavored by argument to impress upon my :nind 
the distinction—not very obvious—between the re. 
fusal to accept a proposition and its rejection. To 
this I replied by referring him to the subsequent part 
of his note, in which he expressed his trust that “| 
would be prepared to offer some further proposal for 
the settlement of the Oregon questien more consist- 
ent with fairness and equity, and with the reasonable 
expectation of the British government.” This tan- 
guage, I observed, necessarily implied not only an 
empbatic rejection of our offer, but a condemnation 
of its character. 

In consequence of my communications with Mr. 
Pakenham, the president, after holding two cabinet 
councils on the present state of the Oregon negotia- 
tion, has finally determined that he will not renew his 
former offer, nor submit any other proposition; and 
it must remain for the British government to decide 
what other or_ further steps, if any, they may think 
proper to take in the negotiation. You will not be 
susprised at the result, as you are well aware that 
nothing but deference for the repeated action of his 
predecessors, and for the principle of compromise 
on which the negotiation had been commenced, as 
well as a sincere desire to cultivate the most friend- 
ly relations between the two countries, could have 
induced him so far to depart from his well known 
opinions as to have directed the proposition to be 
made which has been rejected and withdrawn. 

Mr. Pakenham’s note of the 30th of July, reject- 
ing our proposition, became immediately after its re- 
ceipt, the subject of grave deliberation by the presi- 
dent. Upon a full consideration of the whole ques- 
tion, and after waiting a month for further develop- 
ments, he arrived at the conclusion that it was a 
duty which he owed his country to withdraw the 
proposition which he had submitted. This was ac- 
cordingly done by my note to Mr. Pakenham of the 





| drawal of onr proposition of compromise, and suffer | 
it to stand as the basis of further negotiation; and, if | * * ® * ? , 


30th of August last. The president thus took his 
ground, from which he will not depart. If the Brit- 
ish government have any new proposition to submit, 
it must proceed from them voluntarily, and without 
any previous-invilation or assurance on our part; and 
then such a proposition will be respectfully cansjder: 
ed by the government of the United States. 

This is the posture on which the negotiation now 
‘Stands; and, unle&Ss in the meantime it should be 
| changed by some action on the part of the British 
| government, the president intends to lay the whole 
subject before congress for their consideration. 

lam, &c., 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Lovis McLane, Exsq., &c., &c., &e. 





MR. M’LANE TO MR, BUCHANAN. 
[Extracts.] 
Londen, December 1, 1845. 

Although it is well understood here that, in the 
present posture of the Oregon question, my connex- 
‘ion with it must be in a great degree informal, the 
Earl of Aberdeen occasionally makes it a subject of 
conversalion. 

At his request I have recently had an interview 
with him, when he put in my hand, to read, two 
despatches from Mr. Pakenham: one in explanation 
of his rejection, without reference to his government, 
| of the president’s proposition; the other containing 4 
statement of his subsequent attempts to induce you 
to allow the president’s proposition to stand as (ie 
| basis of further negotiationyor to have some assurance 
(of the answer which a uew proposition from the 


| British government wouid receive. 
, ¥ * * ’ ¢ 


[No. 24.] 





| In his first letter, Mr. Pakenham, among other 
things, thought his treatment of the president's pro 
| position justifiable on the ground of his instructiolls, 
|which, in his opinion, forbid the expectation that 
/such a proposition could, under any circumstances; 


| recerve the approbation of his government. Ile also 
* . * 


* * # 
7 


" . * * + expressed 
‘his belief that a reference of the proposition to “ 
| government, merely, as he supposed, to be a pre 
would not have avoided the embarrassment in whit 

| . . 

| the subject has been by that step involved. 


In answer to these views, | had only to pow! out 


The president is desirous to adjust the question in | been already done,-nor to modify, in any degree, the the clear insufficiency of Mr. Pakenham’s exp!a0® 
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thouss and to defend and justify the withdrawal of the 
resident’s proposition upon the obvious grounds on 


which, in your communications, you had placed it; | 


to point out with entire explicitness the attitude the 

resident had determined to maintain, and the course 
it was his intention to pursue, in conformity with the 
statement in your despatch No. 13, dated the 5th 
November last. 

The principal object of Lord Aberdeen in seeking 
the interview appeared to me to be, to point out the 
embarrassment in which he thought the president’s 
withdrawal of his proposition had placed this go- 
yernment. [t was quite evident, indeed he expressly 
said, that he was not prepared to accept the presi- 
dent’s proposition, but desired only to make it the 
basis of further negotiation and modified propositions 
from his government, which he would have done, 
notwithstanding the rejection of it by Mr. Pakenham, 
if it had not been withdrawn by direction of the pre- 
sident. He complained of the withdrawal of the pro- 
position as unusual, if not unprecedented in diplo- 
macy, and seemed to consider it impossivle in the 
present posture of the affair to submit any proposi- 
tion for a partition of the territory in dispute, unless 
he could have some assurance of the treatment which 
any proposftion he might submit for that purpose 
would receive. 

Under these circumistances he could only regard 
the negotiations as having been terminated by the 
president; and the door to further attempts at com- 
promise being thus closed, this government had no 
alternative, in its desire to preserve the peaceful re- 
lations of the two countries, [other] than to propose 
arbitration, and abide the consequences. Indeed, I 
understood him to say, very distinctly, that this 
course would be pursued. It may be considered 
certain, therefore, that if he have not been already, 
Mr. Pakenham will, by the present steamer, be in- 
structed to propose an arbitration; and that, accord- 
ing to the answer that proposition may receive, the 
ultimate course upon the part of this government 
will be defined. 


I think it not improbable that, if the offer be de- 
clined upon the ground upon which it is understood 
it was refused by Mr. Calhoun, to wil: thata more 
satisfactory adjustment might be obtained through 
the medium of negotiation, this government would 
theu submit anew proposition, and so resume the 
negotiation; but that, if 1t be refused on such terms 
as to warrant them in assuming that our government 
has determined to insist upon the extreme claim, 
and to decline both negotion and arbitration, this 
government will treat the offer to arbitrate as its ul 
timatum, and abide the result. Of course, these 
opinions are founded upon the observations of the 
Earl of Aberdeen, in the conversation to which |] 
have already alluded. 

Althongh I am quite sure that the Earl of Aber- 
deen has no idea at present of accepting the com- 


— 











The message has been well received throughout 
the country, and its doctrines generally will, I think, 
meet the approbation of congress. 

The president sincerely desires to preserve our 
friendly relations with Great Britain. Hus policy 
with that and all other nations is peace, so long as 
this can be maintained consistently with the national 
rights and honor. The Oregon question is now ap- 
proaching a crisis. [tis bardiy probable that the 
British government will suffer it to remain upon its 
present basis; and it is clear that if there should be 
any new movement towards its adjustment, this 
must originate with Great Britain. Should that go- 
vernment take any further step with a view to set- 
tle the controversy, the president would judge of 
the character of the proposition when made; and if 
in his opinion, it should be such as to justify this, he 
would feel inclined to submit it to the senate for their 
' previous advice, before taking any other action upon 
it. As the determination on any such proposition 
might involve the issue of peace or war between the 
two countries, he would feel it to be his duty to con- 
sult his constitutional advisers, before a final deci- 
sion. I deem it necessary to give you this informa- 
tion, not that you may make any such suggestion to 
the British government, but to enable you to regu- 
late wisely your conversation and conduct in the 
critical position in which you are now placed. What 
the result might be in the senate, I cannot anticipate. 

The president has received information, from a 
variety of sources which he cannot disregard, that 
Great Britian is now making extensive warlike pre- 
parations. As her relations with all the powers of 
Europe seem at present to be of a peaceful charac- 
ter, the prevailing and natural inference here is, that 
these preparations look to a rupture with the United 
States on the Oregon question. It is of vast import- 
ance that this government should, as_ early as possi- 
ble, ascertain their true character. You are, there- 
fore, instructed to embrace the first opportunity of 
bringing this subject to the notice of the Earl of 
Aberdeen, in a such a manner as you may deem most 
expedient. It is true, that on more than one occa- 
sion Mr. Pakenham has informed me in conversa- 
tion that these warlike preparations had been com- 


between the two countries had assumed their present 
serious aspect, and had no connection whatever with 
the Oregon question; but yet it would be satisfactory 
lo receive such an assurance in a more authoritative 
and authentic form. The president is also anxious to 
learn your own opinion upon this subject with the 
least practical delay. I am, &c., 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Lovis McLane, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, December 29, 1845. 


[No. 21.] 
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promise contained in the president’s proposition, it 
would not surprise me if an arrangement upon that 
basis should prove acceptable to large and important | 
classes in this country, indeed complained of princi- | 
pally by the Hudson Bay Company, and those in its 
interest. That the ministry should find it difficult 
and hazardous to prefer war to such a settlement | 
may well be imagined; although you may assume | 
it to be certain that when war becomes inevitable, it | 





Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your despatches to No. 24, inclusive. 

The senate having unanimously, as | am informed 
confirmed your appointment as envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America at the court of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 1 now transmit to you 
your commission i that character. 

You were correct in supposing that the British 


will receive the undivided support of the British | government would aga‘o offer to refer the Oregon 


people. 
| believe the governmext and people here are 


question to some friendly power. On Saturday last 
Mr. Pakenham delivered me a communication mak- 


menced some time before the existing difficulties | 


quite prepared for the reassertion in the message of | ing an offer to refer this question, of which I trans- 


the president’s opinions expressed in his inaugural 
address; and, perhaps, for a recommendation by him 
lo terminate the joint occupation in the manner pro- | 
vined by the existing treaty. And I also thik that 
unless the recommendations in the message should 
be such as to discourage furtner negotiation, and to | 
manifest a determination to insist upon our whole 
right, they would not lead to any immediate mea- 
sures upon the part of this government, or materi- 
ally add to the embarrassments in which the rela- 
lions between the two countries appear to be at pre- 
sent involved. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR M’LANE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, December 13, 1845. 

Sir: You will receive by the Cambria, a copy of the 
president’s message and the documents accompany- 
ing it, in relation to Texasand Oregon. ‘These are 
all which have yet been printed. 

You will observe that whilst the president has re- 
commended that the necessary notice shall be given 
lo abrogate tl.e convention, he has carefully avoided 
to recommend any legislative measure which could, 
in the meantime, conflict with its provisions; and it is 


holt apprehended that congress will adopt any such 
measure, 


LNo. 20.] 
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mit you acopy. You will not fail to observe that 
he does not propose a reference of the title to the 
whole question, [territory,] but merely the subject 
of ‘tan equitable division” of it between the parties. 
It is strange that such a proposition should have 
been submitted by the British government in the face 
of the president’s claim to the whole territory, after 
it had been so recently enforced in the most solemn 


manner by my letter of the 30th of August last, 


withdrawing our proposition for a compromise by 
the 49th parallel of latitude. ‘To accept the propo- 
sition under such circumstances, would be for the 


president to admit that he had committed an error | 


in asserting the American title to the whole terri- 
tory, and to acknowledge, in the very submission of 
the question to the arbitrator, that Great Britain had 
a right to a portion of it, ana that his functions 
should be confined to an “equitable division” of it 
between the parties. In this respect, the present 
proposition is unlike the former offer of the British 
government, which was a general proposition to ar- 
bitrate. If no other reason existed for declining the 
proposition, this would be deemed sufficient by the 
president. 
that it will be rejected. 
government could not have anticipated a different 


result; and from my conversation upon the subject) 


with Mr. Pakenham on Saturday last, he will doubt- 


You may therefore consider it certain | 
1 presume that the British | 


'less undeceive them, if they had any expectation 
that his offer would be accepted. lam, &e., 


JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Louis McLane, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M'LANE. 
[No. 22.] Department of State, 
Washington, January 29, 1846. 

Sir: Your despatches to No. 31, inclusive, have 
been duly received at this department. Having al- 
ready communicated to you a copy of Mr. Paken- 
ham’s note of the 27th December last, proposing to 
arbitrate the Oregon question, | now enclose, here- 
with, a transcript of my reply to that note, dated-on 
the 3d instant. 

On the 17th instant, Mr. Pakenham called at the 
department, and delivered me a note, of which 1 
transmit you a copy, renewing his proposition to ar- 
bitrate, but changing the terms. This note has not 
yet been answered. This delay has been occasion- 
ed, nut by any doubt as to the propriety of reject- 
ing the proposition, but from a desire, before prepar- 
ing my answer, to ascertain the impression which 
had been made on the British ministry and people by 
the president’s message and the accompanying cor- 
respondence. I had anticipated a visit from Mr. 
Pakenham soon after the arrival of the Hibernia; 
but he has not since called at the department. 

Mr. Pakenham’s last proposition to arbitrate, is 
liable to the same objection which was prominently 
presented in my answer to the first. It is true that 
he now proposes to refer to arbitration “the ques- 
tion of title in either of the two powers to the whole 
territory;” but yet, annexed to this offer, there is a 
condition “that if neither should be found, in the 
opinion of the arbitrator, to possess a complete title 
to the whole territory,” then he shall divide it be- 
tween them “according to a just appreciation ofthe 
respective claims of each.” If the government of 
the United States should consent to an arbitration 
upon such terms, this would be construed into an 
intimation, if not a direct invitation, to the arbitra- 
tor to divide the territory between the parties.— 
Were it péssible for this government, under any cir- 
cumstances, to refer the question to arbitration, the 
title, and the title alone, detached from every other 
consideration, ought to be the only question submit- 
ted. If not confined to this single point, we should 
have another compromising award like that of the 
King of the Netherlands. 

But arbitration in any form is out of the question. 

The title of the United States to the vast territory 
on the northwest coast of America, with all its com- 
mercial advantages, can never be placed in jeopardy 
by referring it to the decision of any individuals, 
whether sovereigns, citizens, or subjects. To Great 
Britain it would be a distant possession, of compa- 
ratively small value, and which, from the nature of 
things, she cannot very long enjoy; but to the United 
States it is invaluable. Whilst arbitration is, there- 
fore, out of Lhe question, it is probable that, under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, and from an 
| anxious desire to preserve peace, the senate, if the 
| question were submitted to them, might advise the 





president not to insist upon the full extent of our 
rights; but we could never place itin the power of 
| any arbitrator to deprive us of a foot of the soil on 
the continent south of the 49th parallel of latitude, 
and of the valuable harbors of Puget’s sound. Such 
_is the fixed determination of the president. 

Again: even if this were not the case, and a trea- 

' ty should be submitted to the senate for arbitration, 
it could not, by any possibility, obtain the necessary 
| majority in that body. : 
| Geen the whole, the pursuit of arbitration by the 
| British government can produce no other effect than 
| to involve the question in new difficulties, and, per- 
haps, by the delay, render an amicable adjustment 
of it impossible. The fact is not to be disguised 

that the feeling of the country is becoming daily 
| more unanimous and intense in favor of asserting 
| our right to the whole territory; and the debates in 
| congress, and their delay to actin accordance with 
the recofhmendations of the president, only serve to 
increase the popular excitement. Resolutions of 
state conventions and state legislatures are now in 
succession being adopted, in favor of adhering to the 
line of 54° 40... If the British government intend 
to make a proposition to this government, they have 
not an hour to lose, if they desire a peaceful termi- 
| nation of the controversy. 

Notwithstanding all you may have seen in the pub- 

lic papers, the notice, unless, | am greatly mistaken, 
will pass congress In some form or other, by large 
majorities of both houses, as well as the other mea- 
sures recommended by the president, 
| The president will never abandon the position he 
has taken in his message. Clearly convinced of the 
‘right of the United States to the whole territory in 
| dispute, and relieved, by the refusal of the British 
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government to accept this offer of compromise, from 
the embarrassment ia which the acts of his predeces- 
sors had placed him, he would not now authorize the 
conclusion of a treaty on that basis. But the senate, 
his constitutional advisers, are now in session. The 
question of peace or war may be involved in the 
issue. They are a branch of the war-makingas well 
as of the treaty-making power. In deference to the 
senate, under these circumstances, he would, in the 
first instance, fee] it to be his duty to submit such a 
proposition for their previous advice. It is manifest, 
therefore, that the British government should at once 
present their ultimatum. If Mr. Pakenbam should 
offer less, in the hope that, having thus recommenc- 
ed the negotiation, he might, in its progress, induce 
me to say what the president would consent to ac- 
cept, he must be disappointed. The president will 
accept nothing Jess than the whole territory, unless 
the senate should otherwise determine. ‘ihe only 
, question which he wili decide is, whether the new 
proposition, should any such be made, be of a cha- 
racter to justify its submission to the senate for their 
previous advice. 

Under all the circumstances by which you may 
be surrounded, it is left to your sound discretion 
whether any such communication or intimation shall 
be made to Lord Aberdeen. I am, &c., 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Lovis McLanzg, Esq., &c., &c., &e. 


MR. M’LANE TO MR. BUCHANAN.— Extract. 
{No. 34.] London, February 3, 1846. 

Sir: 2 % * * * 
Notwithstanding these difficulties, I still entertain 
the opinion that it would be in my power, without 
any improper commitment of the president, to lead 
to awenewal ot the negotiation by this government, 
and to the submission, unless another mode would 
be more desirable, through its minister at Washing- 
ton, of a proposition adopting that directed by the 

resident on the 12th of July last, with some modi- 
Fcations not inconsistent, according to the sense I en- 
tertain of it, with our national honor. Of this | 
should feel quite certain, if I could officially know 
that the proposition would probably be accepted at 
Washington; and I should attempt it informally, and 
upon my individual responsibility with scarcely less 
confidence of success, if, while acting in that way, 
I could encourage a like result. 

It is due; however, to my own position, and to 
those with whom I am brought into intercourse upon 
this subject, to state that the-opinions I have thus 
expressed are not founded upon any direct commu- 
nication from those in official station; but are rather 
the result of a series of facts and inferences, entit- 
led, however, in my judgment at least, to not less 
weight. 


* 


After these observations, I owe it more particular- | 


ly to myself to state that, believing, from the history 
of our previous negotiations as to the Oregon ques- 
tion, that it may now be settled upon “the basis of 
compromise, and with reference to interests which 
have grown up during the joint occupation of the 
territory, without a violation of any duty which a 
public man owes to the rights and honor of his coun. 
try, I would not be unwilling, taking the president’s 
peogeenon of the 12th July as a basis, to urge a 
nal adjustment of the question according to that 
proposition, but conceding to the Hudson’s Ray Com- 
pany a continuance of the privileges of joint occu- 
ation, including the navigation of the Columbia, 
or a period of seven or ten years longer; and | hope 


I may be allowed to add, that I would be willing to | 


assume the responsibility of assenting to an adjust- 
ment by extending the boundary to the Pacific by 
the 49th parallel and the straits of Fuca, with free 
ports to both nations; or by extending the free. navi- 
gation of the Columbia river for a louger period, 
provided similar advantages upon the St. Lawrence 
could thereby be secured to the United Siates. 

I believe that upon one of these grounds, perhaps 
upon either, an adjustment may be concluded; and | 
have a strong conviction that the mode first eindicat- 
ed is entirely practicable. 

Iam, however, constrained at the same time to 
state, from all that has come to my knowledge here, 
that I bave no reason to believe that more favorable 
terms than those I have above adverted to, would, 
under any circumstances, be cousented to by this 
government, 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE.— Exiraels, 
[No. 23.] Depariment of State, 
Washington, February 26, 1846. 
Sin: Your despatches to No. 34, inclu<ive, have 
been received, and laid before the president. 
1 transmit herewith a copy of my answer, under 
date of tbe 4th inst., to Mr. Pakénham’s last propo- 
sition to submit the Oregon question to arbitrat:on? | 


ed in my reply, that the president ‘‘does not believe 
the territorial rights of this nation to be a proper 
subject for arbitration,”’ there are other powerful 
reasons against such a course, which might have 
been stated had it been deemed proper, in a commu- 
nication to the British minister. These you can use 
as occasion may require, 

In the first place, without pretending to know the 
opinions of individual senatcrs, | hazard but little in 
asserting that no treaty for arbitration could obtain 
the constitutional majority of the senate necessary 
to its ratification. Several of the senators who 
might assent to a compromise upon the parallel of 
forty-nine degrees, would not be willing to jeopard 
by arbitration the possession of the harbors on Ad- 
miralty inlet and Puget’s sound, south of that paral- 
lel. Indeed, for commercial purposes, the United 
States might almost as well abandon the whole ter- 
ritory as consent to deprive themselves of these har- 
bors; because, south of them, within its limits, no 
good harbor exists. Therejection of such a treaty 
by the senate would involve the question in far great- 
er embarrassments than exist at present, and 
nro render its amicable adjustinent still more dif- 

cult. 

2. But even if such a treaty were now ratified by 
both powers, the process towards a final termination 
of the controversy would be exceedingly slow. Ex- 
perience has taught us this truth. The necessary 








ling to do each other justice, without the interposi- 





delay in selecting the arbitrators, in organizing the 
| board, in submitting the proofs and arguments of the 
| parties, would probably postpone the final award for 
“several years. Meanwhile the tide of emigration 
from the United States to Oregon would be con- 
stantly swelling; and the danger of collisions be- 
tween British subjects and American citizens in that 
territory would be constantly increasing. In my 
opinion, in order to secure a peaceful, there must be 
a prowpt settlement of this controversy. ‘There 
never was aquestion in which delay will prove more 
dangerous. 

3. I shall merely advert to the difficulty of select- 
ing suitable arbitrators. There would be objections 
to any of the sovereigns of Europe on account of 
their intimate connexion with Great Britain, and 
objections equally strong against committing such 
vast territorial rights to the arbitration of indivi- 
duals. 


lt was for these and other considerations which 
might be stated, that, in the spirit of frankness and 
friendship, the intention of the president to decline 
the proposition of arbitration, should it be offered, 
was early made known to the British government in 
unofficial conversations between Lord Aberdeen and 
yourself at London, and Mr. Pakenham and myself 
in this city. ‘The government must, therefore, have 
anticipated the result of its propositions to arbitrate, 
before they were presented. 

It appears that in your interview with the Earl of 
Aberdeen, on the 29th ultimo, his lordship complain- 
ed of the terms and manner in which I had declin- 
ed to accept Mr. Pakenham’s first proposition to ar- 
bitrate; and “‘apprehended that, from the nature of 
the answer, and the character of the recent debate 
in the house of representatives, it would be difficult 
to prevent the conclusion that the president had de- 
termined to discourage any new proposition on the 
basis of compromise, and to concede nothing of the 
extreme demand.” 

The view of this subject presented by you to his 
lordship is the correct one. My answer was not in- 
tended either to encourage or to discourage a renew- 
al of the negotiation. The president has at all times 
been prepared to receive and to treat with the ut- 
most respect any proposal for a compromise which 
might emanate from the British government. Whilst 
he has not deemed it proper to invite such a propo- 
sal, he has ever manifested an anxious desire to pre- 
serve amicable relations with Great Britain. To 
accomplish this purpose he would sacrifice every 
consideration except the pational rights and the na- 
tional honor. Lord Aberdeen has drawn an infe- 
rence from my language of which it is not, in my 
opinion, fairly susceptibie. Of this he wall be fully 
sensible upon perusing the concludifig paragraph of 
my answer tothe second proposal of Mr. Paken- 
ham for arbitration. It 1s there declared*that ‘the 
| president cordially concurs with the government oi 
| Great Britain in desiring that the present controver- 
| Sy may be amicably adjusted. Of this he has given 
| the stiongest proof before the whole world. He 
| believes that as there are no two nations on the earth 
more closely bound toge,her by ties of commerce, 
so there are non who ought to be more able or wil- 











tion of any arbitrator.” 
* ¥* a a“ . a 


[This omission relates exclusively to a portion of 


— 





subject of the warlike preparations by Great Britain, . 
Mr. McLane, in a subsequent despatch, states that 
the secretary of state had misunderstood his mean. 
ing, and therefore the paragraph, written under this 
alleged mistake, is not communicated, in justice both 
to Lord Aberdeen and and Mr. McLane.} 

You strongly express the opinion, notwithstanding 
the existing difficulties, “that it would be in my 
[your] power, without any improper commitment of 
the president, to lead toa renewal of the negotia. 
tion by this [the Bsitish] government, and to the sub. 
mission, unless another mode would be more desira- 
ble, through its minister at Washington, of a propo. 
sition adopting that directed by the president on the 
12th July last, with some modifications not incon. 
sistent, according to the sense ] [you] entertain of 
it, with our national honor. Of this | [you} should 
feel quite certain, if | [you] could officially know 
thatthe proposition would probably be acceptable 
at Washington.” 

The concluding paragraph of my despatch to you 
of the 29th ultimo, (No. 22,) which you will have 
received shortly after making this suggestion, is per- 
haps sufficient to indicate the course wiich the pre- 
sident would pursue, in case such an offer should 
be made through the British minister at Washing- 
ton. . 


The president, since the date of his message. has 
seen no cause to change his opinion either in regard 
to cur title to Oregon, or to the manner in which it 
ought to be asserted. But the federal constitution 
has made the senate, to a certain extent, a co-ordi- 
nate branch of the treaty making power. Without 
their advice and consent, no treaty can be concluded. 
This power could not be entrusted to wiser or better 
hands. Besides, in their legislative character they 
constitute a portion of the war making, as in their 
executive capacity they compose a part of the trea- 
ty making power. They are the representatives of 
the sovereign states of this Union, and are regardcd 
as the best index of the opinion of their constituents. 
A rejection of the British ultimatum might probably 
lead to war; and as a branch of the legislative pow- 
er, it would be incumbent upon them to authorize 
the necessary preparations to render this war suc- 
cessful. Under these considerations, the president, 
in deference, to the senate, and to the true theory 
of the constitutional responsibilities of the different 
branches of the governmen}i, will forego his own 
opinions, so far as to submit to that body any pro- 
position which may be made by the British govern. 
ment, not in his judgment wholly inconsistent with 
the rights and honor of the country. Nor is the 
fact to be disguised, that from the speeches and 
proceedings in the senate, it is probable that a pro- 
position to adjust the Oregon question on the paral- 
ie] of 49 degrees would receive their favorable con- 
sideration. 

But it is necessary to be more explicit. In your 
despatch you have presented three propositions, 
either of which you believe the British government 
would be willing to make for the adjustment of the 
controversy; and you express ‘‘a strong conviction 
that the mode first indicated is entirely practicable.” 
The first would offer an adjustment of the question 





on the basis ef the president’s proposition of the 
| 12th July last; **but conceding to the Hudson’s Bay 
|Company a continuance of the- privileges of joint 
| occupation, including the navigation of the Columbia, 
for a period uf seven or ten years longer.” The pro- 
position made by the president, to which you refer, 
was, “that the Oregon territory shall be divided 
between the two countries by the 49th paralle) of 
north Jatitude from the Rocky Mountains to the Pa- 
cific Ocean; offering at the same time to make free 
to Great Briain any port or ports on Vancouver’s 
Island, south of this paralle], which the British gv- 
vernment may desire.” : 

The president would feel no hesitation in present: 
ing to the senate, for their previous ‘ advice and con- 
sent,” this proposition, modified according to your 
suggestion. 

lt is nececssary, however, that there should be a 
clear understanding of what 1s meant by ‘‘a contin- 
vance of the privileges of joint occupation.” If this 
be understood as securing to the Hudson’s Bay com- 
pany, during the limited period, no more than the 
privilege of enjoying al] their existing establishments, 
together with that of hunting, fishing, and trading 
with the Indians, and using the harbors and rivers 
south of the parallel of 49 degrees, this would not 
prevent the president from submitting such a propo- 
sition to the senate. Of course, similar privileges 
would be extended to American citizens north of 49 
degrees, if there be any such north of that parallel, 
which is doubtful. But no concession could be 
made to this company which would, in the mean: 
time, deprive the United States of the power tu es- 





a previous despatch of Mr. McLane relative to a 


tablish a territorial government over the whole coun- 


Independently of the reason prominently present: | conversation between him and Lord Aberdeen on (he | try south of 49 degrees, and to makeygrants of land 
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south of this parallel. The president cannot, how- 
ever, anticipate any possible change of circumstances 
which would induce him to submit such a proposi- 
tion, if it should contain a surrender to Great Bri- 
tain of the perpetual right to navigate the Columbia. 
A grant of the free navigation of the St. Lawrence 
to the United States would be no equivalent for such 
a concession. Indeed, this has become comparatively 
yaluless, in consequence of the construction of the 
railroads and canals leading to the harbors of New 
York and Boston, which have rendered these the 
great channels of import and export for the region 
within the United States watered by the St. Lawrence 
and its tributaries. 

The president is desirous so to adjust the Oregon 
question as not to leave open any source from which 
might proceed new difficulties and new dangers, 
again to threaten the peace of the two countries.— 
ji the free navigation of the Columbia were granted 
to Great Britain, this would become a perpetual 
cause of strife and collision between the citizens and 
subjects of the two countries. It would be almost 
impossible, by any vigilance which could be exerted, 
to execute their respective revenue laws and prevent 
smuggling on either side of the river. Besides, 
there are several portages around the falls and rapids 
of the river and its branches, the use of which 
would be necessary to the enjoyment of its free na- 
vigation. This would introduce the subject of Great 
Britain, with their. merchandise into the heart of 
the country, aid thus greatly increase the mischief 
beyond what it would be if they were confined to 
the channel of the river. To estimate the evils 
which would attend such a concession, we have 
but to imagine what would have been the conse- 
quences had the British government succeeded in 
securing for its subjects the free navigation of the 
Mississippi from its source to its outlet in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

The president would, also, consent, though with 
reluctance, to submit to the senate the second pro- 
position suggested by you, dividing the territory in 
dispute between the two countries “by exiending 
the boundary to the Pacific by the forty-ninth paral- 
lel and the Straits of Fuca,” but without the super- 
added words, ‘‘with free ports to both nations.’’— 
These words are indefinite, and he cannot infer from 
them the extent of your meaning. In case the first 
proposition to which you refer should be made by 
the British government, the president would not ob- 
ject to the terms of his offer of the 12th July last ‘to 
make free to Great Britain any port or ports on 
Vancouver’s Island, south of this parallel, which the 
British government may desire.” If the cap of this 
island should, however, be surrendered to Great Bri- 
tain, as would be the case under the second proposi- 
tion, then he would consider ihe question in regard 
tloiree ports as terminated. I need not enlarge to 
you upon the inconveniences, not to say the impossi- 
bility, under our system of government, alter one or 
more states shall have been established in Oregon, 
(an event not far distant)—of making any of other 
ports free to Great Britain, or any other nation.— 
Besides, Our system of drawbacks secures to their 
nations the material advantages of free ports, with- 
out their inconveniences. 

There is one point which it is necéssary to guard, | 
whether the first or the second proposition should | 
be submitted by the British government. ‘Ihe Strait | 


of Fuca is an arm of the sea, and, under the pubiic; '* 8 herewith transmitted, 


law, all nations would possess the same right to na-| 
Vigate it throughout its whole extent as they now | 
have to the navigation of the British channel. Suill, | 
to prevent future difficulties, this ought to be clearly | 
and distinctly understood. It is rendered the more | 
hecessary when we recollect that the Russian govern. | 
ment nol many years ago asserted a claim to the ex- | 
Clusive navigation of the northern Pacific ocean be- | 
tween its Asiatic and American territories, on the | 


lam, &e., 
| JAMES BUCHANAN. | 


‘the convention of the 6tf of August, 1827, between | 
principle that it was ‘‘a close sea.”’ | Great Britain and the United States, in accordance 
From whatl have said, you will perceive that the | with the terms prescribed in its second article. This 


was so full. and explicit in relation to the Oregon | 
question as to leave nothing for me to say upon that. 
subject, except merely to answer some of the inqui- | 
ries contained in your No. 35, which had not been | 
anticipated. | 


You understand Lord Aberdeen to have stated that 
if no sufficient encouragement to renew the negoli- 
ation on the basis of compromise should be held out 
by my answer to the last proposition of the British 
government for arbitration, in such case one of the 
alternatives left him might be to offer a proposition 
through yourself to this government. Should the 
contingency occur, his lordship may adopt this course 
if he think proper. You are authorised to receive 
and transmit to this department any proposition made 
by him; but in no event will the president consent to 
transfer the negotiation to London. The reasons 
against this are, in his opinion, conclusive, and will 
readily occur to your own mind. 

We have but little information to be relied upon | 


in regard to the navigableness of the Columbia river | 
and its branches north of the parallel of 49 degrees; | 
but there is no reason to doubt that they are naviga- | 
ble for boats and batteaux of a few tons burden.— | 
We understand that it is by this mode that the Hud- | 
son’s Bay company convey furs and other articles | 
from several of their remote stations to their general | 
depot at Fort Vancouver, and receive their supplics | 
from thence. 





For information upon this subject, I refer you to 
senate document No. 39 of the 2d session of the 21st | 
congress, and especially to the report of Joshua | 
Pilcher (a highly respectable man) to the secretary | 
of war, (volume 1,January 25, 1634.) You will | 
doubtless find this volume in the library of your le- | 
gation; but lest it might not be there, | shall tran-| 
scribe a few sentences from that report. He says | 
(page 10:) “J set out from Fort Colville the 21st of | 
September, 1829, in com pariigot six men of the | 
post, carrying the annual express or packet across | 
Mthe continent. Our route was up the main river, 
Columbia; our conveyance a batteau of four or five | 
tons. In this batteau we ascended the river about) 
three hundred miles, where the river divides into 
three forks; the main one being still navigable to its | 
(4.04, which issues from a lake in the Rocky Moun- 
tains. At the three forks, which is called the Boat 
Encampment, because it is the place where the boats 
are left, and the portage across the mountains com- 
menced, we began our overlard journey. We ar- 
rived at the Boat Encampment on the 4th October, 
and remained there until the 2d November, waiting | 





i 


| for the arrival of a party from Hudson’s Bay, <c., 
|&c. “On the 4th we set vut. We were still six in| 
_company, five besides myself, all on horseback we) 
| taking the horses of the party just arrived, and they | 
|taking the batteau in which we had ascended the 
river. ‘The weather was still mild, no appearance oi 
ice, and the river reported by all the company to re- 
main open the winter threugh,” ot 


olumbia River, | 
that there are} 


In the second volume of Cox’s 
chapter viii, page 162, you will fir 
‘a number of. portages around ils rapids. 





P. S.—A copy of the senate document from which 
the above quotations are made having been procured, | 
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‘My despatch No. 23, of the 26th February last, | Oregon territory” must necessarily be your guide.— 


It 1s true that the president would have preferred a 
naked resolution, authorizing him to give the notice; 
and he believes that, if such a resolution had been 
adopted by congress during the month of December 
last, the controversy might have been adjusted, both 
more speedily and upon better terms for the United 
States. He was content, nevertheless, with the re- 
solution as it originally passed the .house of repre- 
sentatives; and, in the form finally adopted, he con- 
siders it preferable to a failure of the measure. How- 
ever, congress have spoken their will upon the sub- 
ject in their joint resolution, and to this it is his and 
vour duty to conform. 

Upon a careful review of my despatch to you 
(No. 23) of the 26th February last, the president 
finds nothing to change. It will still continue to be 
the guide of your conduct. In tWat despatch I have 
distinctly declared that ‘ihe President has, at all 
time been prepared to receive and to treat with the 
utmost respect any proposal for a compromise of che 
Oregon questicn which might emenate from the Bi 
lish government. Whilst he has not deemed it pro- 
per to invite such a proposal, he has ever manifested 
an anxious desire to preserve amicable relations with 
Great Britain.” ‘These sentiments of the president 
you may communicate to Lord Aberdeen on deliver- , 
ing the notice. 

In the present state of the negotiation it is clear 
that ‘in the adoption of all proper measures for a 


| speedy and amicable adjustment of the differences 


and disputes in regard to said territory,’’ the first 
proposal ought to proceed from the British govern- 
it is deemed unnecessary to enforce so plain 
a proposition by arguments, as these wall readily 
occur to your own mind should this become a ques- 
tion; whieh, however, cannot be anticipated. 

l am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Louis McLane, Esq. &c., &c., &e. 


— 


To her Majesty Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., &c., &c. 
Whereas the congress of the United States have 


,adopted a ‘joint resolution concerning the Oregon 


territory,” of which the following is a copy: 
‘‘Joinr REsOLUTION concerning the Oregon Terri- 
tory. 
‘‘Whereas by the convention concluded the twen- 
tieth day of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, 
between the United Stetes of America and the king 


of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
| for the period of ten years, and afterwards indefi- 


nitely extended and continued in force by another 


| convention of the same parties, concluded the sixth 


day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-seven, it was agreed that 
any country that may be claimed by either party on 


| the northwest coast of America, westward of the 
| ° 

'Stony or Rocky Mountains, now commonly called 
| the Oregon territory, should, together with its har- 


bors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all 


rivers within the same, be ‘free and open’ to the 
vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two powers, 
but without prejudice to any claim which either of 


the parties might have to any part of saiu country; 


| and with this further provision, in the second articls 


of the said convention of the sixth of August, one 


‘thousand eight hundred and twenty seven, thal either 


party mig't abrogate and annul said convention on 


| giving due notice of twelve months to the other con- 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M'LANE. 
Departinent cf State, 
Washington, April 28, 1846. 
Sir: Your despatches to No. 38, melusive, have 
been duly received. 
I herewith transmit a notice for the abrogation of 


{[No. 27.] 


third proposition to which you refer wil! not meet | paper you will deliver to her Britannic majesty in) 
the approbation of the president, even to the extent| person, or to her majesty’s principal secretary o! 


of submitting it to the senate. 

Thus 1 have presented a frank and unreserved ex- 
Position of the views of the president on this impor- 
lant subject. To what extent you should commu- 
Nicate them to Lord Aberdeen, is ief{t entirely to your 
Own discretion. ‘The president relies with implicit 
confidence ou your suund judgment, prudence, and 
patriotism, 

lam respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BUCHANAN... 

Louis McLaye, Esj7., &c., &c., &c. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M'LANE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, March 23, 1846. 
Sin: Your despatch Nu. 35, dated on the 3d, was 
received the 21st inst. 


[No., 26.] 


state for foreign affairs, after you shall have ascer- 
‘tained which of these modes of presenting it will be | 
most in accordance with her majesty’s wishes. A'| 
' duplicate of the same is transmitted, to be placed on | 
| file in the archives of your legation. 
| As the abrogation of this convention ts an act ol| 
/an important and solemn character, the delivery of 
| the notice ought to be attested with al! due formality. 
|The mode is left entirely to your own discretion; but 
'{ would suggest that it might be made the subject of 
a protocol in triplicate—one copy of which should 
‘remain with the British government, another with 
| the legation in London, and the third be transmitted 
to thas department. 

In the remarks which you may have occasion to| 
| make on the delivery of the notice, the language of | 
‘the preamble to the “‘joint resolution concerning the | 





tracting pirty. 


‘‘And whereas it has now become desireable that 
the respective claims of the United States and Great 
Britain should be definitely settled; and that said ter- 


ritory may, no longer than need be, remain subject 


to the evil consequences of the divided allegiance of 
its American and British population, and of the con- 
fusion and conflict of national jurisdictions, danger- 
ous to the cherished peace and good understanding 
of the two countries, 

‘With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for 
the abrogation of said convention of the Gth of Au- 
gust, one thousand eight hundred aud twenty-seven, 
in the mode prescribed in its second article, and that 
the attention of the governments of both countries 


| may be the more earnestly directed to the adoption 


of all proper measures for a speedy and amicable ad- 
justment of the differences, and disputes in regard to 
the said territory; 

‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the president of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorised, at his discretion, to give to the 
government of Great Britain the notice required by 
the second article of the said convention af the 6th 
of August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, for 
the abrogation of the same.” 

Approved, April 27, 184§. 
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Now, therefore, after a careful consideration of 
the premises, I, James K. Polk, President of the 
United States, in the exercise of the authority and 
discretion vested in me by the said “joint resolution 
concerning the Oregon territory,” and in pursuance 
of the second article of the convention of the 6th of 
August, 1827, therein mentioned, do hereby, in be- 
half of the United States, give notice to her majesty 
the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, that at the end of twelve months from 
and after the delivery of these presents by the envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States at London to her Britannic majesty, or 
her majesty’s principal secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, the said convention shall be entirely annulled 
and abrogated. . 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 

the United States to be hereunto affixed.— 
Given under my hand, at the city of Wash- 
[L. s.] ington, this twenty-eight day of April, A. D. 
1846, and of the Independence of the said 


states the seventieth. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President: 
James Bucuanan, Secretary of State. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’'LANE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, June 6, 1846. 
Sir: I transmit to you, herewith, a copy of the 
project of a convention delivered to me by Mr. Pa- 
kenham this morning, for the adjustment of the 
Oregon question, together with a copy of the proto- 
col of the proceeding. This being the regular day 
for the meeting of the cabinet, the subject was 
brought before them by the president. The result 
was adetermination on his part to submit the pro- 
ject to the senate for their previous advice. This 
will be done as soon as the proper message can be 
prepared, and the necessary papers copied. 
Iam, &c., 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Louis McLane, Esq., &c. 


[No. 33.} 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE. 


| 








Department of State, 


[No. 34.] 
Washington, June 13, 1846. | 


Sir: The president communicated to the senate, on pate in the debate. 


the 10th instant, a confidential message, of which | | 


British government. As no difficulty or delay in this 
exchange is anticipated, General Armstrong, who car- 
ries oul the treaty, has been instracted to wait for, and 
take the charge of, the English ratification, if, in your 
opinion, there is a prospect of its being obtained in time 
to be forwarded by the steamer of the 19th of July.— 
Should the exchange copy not be received until after 
that date, you wili either avail yourself of some safe 
private conveyance to forward it to this country, or to 
send it to General Armstroug, Liverpool, fer transmis- 
sion. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Louis McLanz, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 


LORD ABERDEEN TO MR. M’LANE. 
: Foreign Office, May 22, 1846. 

The undersigned, her majesty’s Devncipal soutetaty of 
state for foreign affairs, has had the honor to receive 
the note of Mr. McLane, envoy extraordinary and min- 
peal ge te oi’ of the United States of America, 
dated the 20h and dilivered on the 2ist instant, enclos 
ing a document, dated the 28th day of April, signed b 
by the president of the United States of America, an 
countersigned by the secretary of state, in which, after 
reciling a joint resolution concerning the Oregon territo- 
ry which has been adopted by the congress of the Unit- 
ed States, the president in conformity with the terms of 
that resolution, gives to her Britannic majesty’s govern- 
ment the notice required by the second article of the 
convention of the 6th of August, 1827, between Great 
Britain and the United States, for the abrogation of the 
same. 

The undersigned acknowledges, accordingly, on the 
part of her majesty’s government, the receipt of the said 
notice; and declares that, in conformity with its tenor, 
her majesty’s government will consider the convention 
of the 6th of August, 1827, abrogated accordingly from 
the 21st day of May, 1847. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Me- 
Lane the assurances of his high consideration. 

ABERDEEN. 

Louis McLang, E-q., &c, &c., &c. 








SPEECH OF Mpg R. JOHNSON, OF MD., 
ON THE TARIFF. 





| DELIVERED IN THE SENATE U. STATES, JuLY 18, 1846. 


Mr. Presipent: But for the very important cha- 


racter of the measure now submitted to the judg- 


ment of the senate, 1 should not venture (o partici- 
if the subject was of ordinary 
character and interest, embracing but few topics 


transmit you a copy, asking their previous advice in | and admitting but few illustrations, I should have 
regard to the project of a convention for the adjust- | been restrained, as well by respect for myself as for 
ment of the Oregon question, delivered to me by | the senate, from taxing its time and patience further; 


Mr. Pakenham on the 6th inst. 
On yesterday the senate adopted the following re- 


} 
| 
solution: 


for all must be conscious who had the pleasure of 
hearing the honorable senators from Maine and Mas- 


'sachusetts, (Mr. Evans and Mr. Davis,) who have pre- 


Resolved, (two-thirds of the senators present con- ceded me, that, as far as the particular questions 
curring,) That the president of the United States | they have spoken to are concerned, the whole mat- 


be, and he is hereby, advised to accept the proposal | ter has been exhausted. 


of the British government accompanying his mes- 
sage to the senate, dated 10th Juve, 1846, for a con- 
vention to settle boundaries, &c., between the United | 
States and Great Britain, west of the Rocky or 
Stony Mountains.” ! 

The yote of the senate stood 37 to 12. 

l have learned from the best sources that the sen- 
ate gave this advice under the conviction that, by 
the true construction of the second article of the 
projet, the right of the Hudson’s Bay Company to 
navigate the Columbia would expire with the ter- 
mination of their present license to trade with the 
Indians, &c. on the northwest coast of America, on 
the 30th May, 1859. In a conversation with Mr. 
Pakenham to-day, 1 communicated this fact to him, 
and requested hii to state it in his despatch to Lord 
Aberdeen. 

The treaty will be signed and sent to the senate on 
Monday next; and it is more than probable that they 
will, in some form or other, place upon their record 
their understanding of its true construction in this 
particular. lam, &c., 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Lovis McLaneg, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE. 
{No. 36.] Depariment of State, 
Washington, June 22,1846, 

Sim: The senate having given its vonsututiunal advice 
and consent to the treaty conciuded on the loth instant 
between the Unied Staies and Great Dritain for the ad- 
justment of the Oregon question, the president has rati- 
tied it on the part of the governmeut of the United 
Siates, and | now transmitto you the American ratifi- 
cation, to be exchanged against that of her Britannic 
majesty. You will, accordingly, upon the receipt of tls 
despatch, inform her majesty’s principal secretary of 
state for fureign affuirs that the treaty has been rauhied 
on our part, and that you are, as you wil! perceive by 
the special power which is herewith enclosed, authorized 
tu exchange the raufications with such person as may 





be duly empowered fur that purpgse on the part of the 


Bringing to the discussion 
great accuracy and fullness of knowledge, and ap 
plying it with the most consummate ability, who- 
ever undertak 


to follow them may well despair 
enforcing any ®: they have said. 
itis my purp 


, therefore, to avoid altogether, as 
far as | may be able, the ground thus ably occupied. 
In what I am about to offer 1 projsose to do by consi- 
dering under three distinct heads the effects of the 
bill now before us. 

1. I shall, in the first place, inquire into the prin- 
ciple of the bill. 

2. 1 shall proceed to show, ina way which has 
not yet been attempted, the practical elflect of the 
bill on the domestic industry and on the laborers of 
the country. 

3. And [I shall, in the third and last place, bring 
forward some facts not as yet presented, to show that, 
assuming as correct the estimates submitted to us 
at different times by the secretary of the treasury, 
from the beginning down to that which he sent us 
yesterday, or adopting those which the chairman of 
the committee of fluance laid before the senate, or 
those which I understand have been submitted by 
the chairman of the correspundipg committee in the 
other house, the bill will not produce an amount of 
revenue sutlicient to meet the wauts of the country. 

In the first place, then, | propose to inquire into 
the fundamental principle of the bill. 1 understand 
it to be founded on the opinion maintained and laid 
before congress and the country by the President of 
the United States, in his annual o.essage at the com- 
mencement of the present session, aud by the see- 
retary of the treasury, in his annual report—that 
congress possesses no constitutional power to pro- 
lect the domestic industry of the United States, 
either directly, by the taxing power, or by any other 
power througt the exercise of the taxing power.— 
it is very true, Mr. President, that the present chair- 
man of the committee on foreign relations, the dis- 
linguised gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Me- 
Duffie,) said ysterday that veither iv this debate, nor 






a7 


ne 


at any other time on this floor during this session 

had the question been mooted or the power denie,)- 
yet Lam sure that I should be doing that honorable 
gentleman great injustice, and the other friends of 
the bill equal injustice, if I should assume that this 
declaration was intended to be understood as a con- 
cession, on his or their part, that such a power did 
exist. But, however that may be, both the presi. 
dent and the secretary of the treasury,in the discharge 
of their respective duties to the nation, have re- 
commended tous a billeven more objectionable 
than the present, on ihe very ground, amongst others, 
that there is not, in the constitution, any authority, 
expressed or implied, under which the industry of 
the country can be protected, in whole or in part, 
either directly, by the taxing power, or by any other 
power to be exerted by means of the taxing power. 

Now, Mr. President, it does appear to me passing 
strange that, at this period of our national existence, 
in the year 1846, fifty seven years since the consti- 
tution was adopted, it should be officially declared 
by two such high officers of this government that it 
possesses no authority to protect our own labor—the 
industry of our own citizens—against restrictions 
imposed by foreign legislation, and imposed to injure 
it; that we have no power to defend our own indus- 
try against the countervailing duties of other nations, 
no matter how destructive they are found in their 
practical results, nor how clear it may be that they 
were levied for that very end. 

Mr. President, if this opinion be well founded, 
then there is no such protective power any where 
within the limits of the United States; for, if it be 
not in the general government, we are entirely with- 
out it. So far as my reading and my knowledge ex- 
tends, the value of any nations industry can be pro- 
tected against the rival industry of other nations only 
by the exercise uf this very taxing power; and the 
result is, that, notwithstanding the power which has 
beeen exerted and is now exerted by all the other 
governments of the world for the encouragement 
and protection of their own commerce and of every 
variety of their own industry, and however effective 
and advantageous such protection may have proved, 
we, the people of the United States, are in posses. 
sion of no such power, either in our general govern- 
ment or in our respective stale governiments. That 
is the clear and undeniable conclusion; and if it be 
so, then it is equally clear that we are independent 
but in name; if it be so, then we are in a state of 
culonial vassalage, laboring under all the evils 
of that condition, but with out any of its coun- 
tervailing benefits, if there be any; if it be so, then I 
aver that we are still colonies, and colonies of Eng- 
land, without enjoying the advantages of such assis- 
tance as a mother government might, in her generosi- 
ty or by her interest, be disposed to confer upon us. 

But is itso, Mr. President? Are we without a go- 
vernment, so far as relates to ihat most important of 
all other powers—the power of protecting ourseives 
against the legislation and the rival labor of otber 
nations of the world? <A glance (and it shail be but 
a glance) at the condition of things subsequent to the 
Declaration of Independence and prior to the adop- 
tion of the piesent constitution, aid for sometime 
immediately succeeding it, will bring us to a correct 
result. 


So long as we were colonics, our industry could 
be most effectually protected, either by the power of 
the British parliament to enact countervailing laws 
for the benefit of their colonies, or by enacting laws 
authorizing the colonial governments to pass such 
countervailing laws. This power was exercised from 
time to time,and advantageously. But we passed from 
the colonial state; we declared ourselves independ- 
ent; we achieved our independence in many a well 
fought battle field, and a seven years’ war ended in 
the recognition by the wothér country of these Unit- 
ed States as‘a free and independent nation. The war 
of arms was thus caused to terminate. In that war 
of arms we came off victorious, and in the juy of 
our hearts and in the glow of our patriotism, thought 
that we had conquered for ourselves independence 
in fact as well as in pame. But what at onee suc- 
ceeded? Great Britain, who had failed to subdue us 
by force, commenced upon us a war of commercial 
regulations—regulatious which were intended to se- 
cure to her own subjects advantages over and to the 
injury of the people of the United States in all the 
various pursuits of human industry. What was the 
effect? Our trade languished; our public and indivi- 
' dual credit rapidly declined; vur national and indivi- 

dual debts largely increased, and we found, to our 
amazement and dismay, ihat, so far from enjoying 
te happiness, the plenty, and the wealih which we 
had promised ourselves in the peaceful employ ment of 
our own labor, under the protection of a tree and 
independent government of our own choice, we were 
worse ofl, in these particulars, than we had been be- 
fore our independence was accomplished. 





7-~— 


—_—-— 


I 
yea 
ly i 
rec 
cise 
and 
atte 
and 
Jap! 
tor 
per 
teri 
inte 
Eac 
owr 
goo 
thu: 
tem 
tion 
pay 
the 
ly r 
the 
owr 
emp 
all t 

ow 
P IL 
that 
whi 
cons 
vern 
conf 
regu 
once 
prer 
whic 
to ef 
at th 
state 
opin 
cong 
ricat 
abso 
In 
Mr. 
ed te 
Bost 
Balt 
from 
ty-si: 
Tot 
thi 
ott 

Th 
pleti 
serve 

tradi 
whil 
expe 
reign 
were 

To 
made 
these 
inter, 
ed, w 
ing tt 
manu 
ed to 
could 
ficien 
ed co 

Th 
Unite 
the a 
sover 
of ia’ 
joice 
atin 

Ong | 
becor 
and 
and 

be 
the ni 
that t 
soures 
great 
tronay 
ment. 

You 
liply 
they t 
them | 
to me: 
dispen 
and Ja 
counts 
of em} 


$Sion , 
lenied; 
orable 
nds of 
at this 
a con- 
er did 
presi. 
charge 
Ave re- 
onable 
others, 
hority, 
stry of 
n part, 
y Olher 
power, 
passing 
stence, 
consli- 
>clared 
that it 
yr—the 
Fictions 
injure 
indus- 
nations, 
n their 
at they 


unded, 
where 
if it be 
y with- 
dge ex- 
be pro- 
ns only 
ind the 
ich has 
e other 
gement 
f every 
fFective 
proved, 
posses - 
govern- 
That 

if it be 
pendent 
state of 
ie evils 
ts coun- 
», then | 
of Eng- 
ch assis- 
enerosi- 
upon us. 
jul a go- 
tant of 
urselves 
of otber 
1 be but 
nt to the 
he adop- 
ometime 
. correct 


ry could 
power of 
ing laws 
ing laws 
ass such 
sed from 
sed from 
nde pend- 
ya well 
ended in 
ese Unit- 
The war 
that war 
ve joy of 
, thought 
pendence 
once suc- 
subdue us 
ymercial 
led to se- 
ind to the 
in all the 
t was the 
nd indivi- 
nd indivi- 
d, to our 
enjoying 
hich we 


oy ment of 


jree and 
we were 
b 
| been be- 











NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—AUG. 22, 1846—TARIFF—REV. 


Pe a he it, = eI AR ttn en het i tse OPAC IM RIO TAT EE tes hg an a 


tr pnp 


395 











From the date of the treaty of peace down to the 
ear 1789, the state of the country became abdsolute- 
iy insufferable. How was this attempted to be cor 
rected? The states of the confederacy, in the exer- 
cise of their sovereignty, first, each state for itself, 
and secondly, by the combination of several states, 
attempted, by a System of countervailing imposts 
and other commercial regulations, to redeem the di- 
Japidated condition of the industry of the country, 
to revive its credit, and to restore its general pros- 
perity- Virginia thus interfered; Maryland thus in- 
terfered; Delaware thus interfered; other states thus 
interfered. But what wasstill the practical result? 
Each of these states having authority only over its 
own ports, could not prevent free importation of 
goods into the ports of the other states; and goods 
thus imported duty free would, in spite of every at- 
tempt to prevent it, find their way into the consump- 
tion of those states where these same goods had to 
pay duty. Thus the attempt to which portions of 


the country, under distressand emergency, had vain- | 


Jy resorted, utterly failed, and it failed not because 
the means which they employed were not in their 
own nature sufficient, and would not, if universally 
employed, have effected all that was hoped for and 
all that was needed, but precisely for the want of 
power to make their operation universal. 

I speak, sir, but the truth of history when I say 
that it was this very difficulty, this very imbecility to 
which I have just referred, that brought the federal 
constitution into existence. The new federal go- 
vernment, among other great and wholesome powers 
conferred upon it, was endowed with the power to 


regulate commerce and to lay duties and imposts; and at | 


once, and by the exercise of these two important 
prerogatives, it was enabled to accomplish that 
which the power of the states had been inadequate 
to effect. The constitution so came into being, and, 
al the time of its birth, the entire south, the middle 
states, and the northern states, all held the same 
opinion, not only as to the existence of the power in 
congress to encourage and protect-by taxation Ame- 
rican Jabor and American industry, but as to the 
absolute necessity for its exercise. 

In proof of this unanimity of sentiment, suffer me, 
Mr. President, to read one of five memorials present- 
ed to the first congress of the United States from 
Boston, from New York, from Philadelphia, from 
Baltimore, and from Charleston. 1 will read, sir, 
from a memorial signed by eight hundred and twen- 
ty-six inhabitants of Baltimore. 

To the President and Congress of the United States, 
the petition of the tradesmen, mechanics, and 


others, of the town of Baltimore, humby sheweth: | 


That since the close ofthe late war, and the com- 
pletion of the revolution, your petitioners have ob- 
served with serious regret the manufacturing and 
trading interests of the country rapidly declining, 
while the wealth of the people hath been prodigally 
expénded in the purchase of those articles, from fo- 
reigners, which our citizens, if properly encouraged, 
were fully competent to furnish. 

To check this growing evil, applications were 
made by petitions to some of the state legislatures; 
these guardians of the people, in several of the slates, 
interposed their authority; laws were by them enact- 
ed, with the view of subduing, or at least diminish- 
ing the rage for foreign, and encouraging domestic 


manufactures; but the event had clearly demonstrat- | 


ed to all ranks of men, that no effectual provision 
could reasonably be expected, until one umiform ef- 
ficient government should pervade this wide extend- 
ed country. 


The happy period having now arrived, when the | 


United States are placed in a new situation, when 
the adoption of the general government gives one 
sovereign legislature the sole and exclusive power 
of laying duties upon imports; your petitioners re- 
joice at the prospect this alfords them, that America, 
freed from the commercial shackles which have so 
long bound her, will see and pursue her true interes|, 
becoming independent in fact as well as in name; 
and they confidently hope, that the encouragement 
and protection of American manufactures will claim 
he earliest attention of the supreme legislature of 
the nation; as it is an univessally acknowledged truth, 
that the United States contain within their limits re- 
sources amply sufficient to enable them to become a 
great manufacturing country, and only want the pa- 
tronage and support of a wise energetic govern- 
ment. 

Your petitioners conceive it-unnecessary to mul- 
tiply arguments to so enlightened a body as the one 
they have now the honor of addressing, to convince 
them of the propriety and importance of attending 
to measures so obviously necessary, and, indeed, tn- 
dispensable; as every member must have observed 
and lamented the present melancholly state of this 
country, the number of*her poor increasing for want 


and lands depreciating in value; trade and manufac- | by determining, from a sincere conviction tha 


a ne 


JOHNSON, 





t such 


turers languishing and expiring. This being a feint a course would. be best for the manufacturing inte- 


sketch of the gloomy picture this country exhibits, 


it is to the supreme lesgislature of the United States, calamities of civil war; that the pructical exercise 


a8 the guardians of the whole empire, that every of the power should not in the then condition of the 


eye is now directed; from their united wisdom, their 
patriotism, their ardent love of their country, your 
petitioners expect to derive that aid and assistance, 
which alone can dissipate their just apprehensions, 
and animate them with hopes of success in future, 
by imposing on all foreign articles which can be 
be made in America, such duties as will give a just 
and decided preference to their labors, and thereby 
discountenancing that trade which tends so materi- 
ally to injure them, and impoverish their country; 
and which may, also, in their consequence, contri- 
bute to the jdischarge of the national debt, and the 
due support of government. 

Your petitioners take the liberty to annex a list of 
| such articles as aré, or can be manufactured in this 
place, on moderate terms; and they humbly trust 


them, in common with the other mechanies and 
manufacturers of the United States, that relief which, 
in your wisdom, may appear proper.” 

I will not tead the others, but they all hold sub- 
stantially the same language. The memorial from 
Charlestown was directed more particularly to the 
subject of encouraging and protecting ship-building, 
and all the manufacturing industry employed in 
ship-building. These it prayed should be encour- 
aged by the action of the general government. Ac- 
cordingly by one of the first acts of congress, manu- 
factures are mentioned in association with other 





rest, while at the same time it would avoid the awful 


country, be carried beyond a defined limit. 

The voice of pacification was heard from these 
walls; the warlike sounds which threatened the shed- 
ding of fraternal blood were hushed. The north 
breathed freer, the men of the middle states ceased 
to be dismayed, and the men of the south rejoiced, 
and all had cause to rejoice. For it is my sincere 
belief, that if this compromise law had not passed, 
and South Carolina had not been satisfied, and if we 
had attempted by force to execute upon her the laws 
of the Union, as would have been done, the end of 
this government and of our happy confederacy would 
have been. 

And now let us inquire what was the practical 


| Operation of that far famed and patriotic compro- 


that you will fully consider their request, and grant | 


mise ac!? [t resulted precisely as had been predict- 
ed, by some in this unvarying fact, that just in pro- 
portion as the rate of duties descended in the scale, 
did the general prosperity of the country fall and 
sink with them; and when these duties had reached 
their lowest point, every mamsacquainted with the 
history of that day, must admit that a scene of uni- 
versai distress in the south, as well as at the north, 
in the west, as well as at the east, overspread the 


entire country, to an extent never before seen. 


{ 
| 


things, as objects which it was intended to protect | 


by the passage of that act; this appears in the very | 


preamble of the law itself. It is in these words: 
‘*Whereas it is necessary for the support of govern- 


ment, for the discharge of the debts of the U. States, | 


AND THE ENCOURAGEMENT AND PROTECTION OF MANU- 
FACTURES, that duties be laid on goods, wares, and 
merchandise imported.” 

No man then doubted either the power, or the ex- 
pediency, or the absolute necessity of exercising it. 








| patriotism of the men of that day. The resources 
| of the country were developed, public and individu- 
al credit were restored, our drooping energies reviv- 
-ed, and we started at once on a career of unexam- 
| pled prosperity, which astonished the world. From 
\that day until a comparatively recent period, al- 
‘though act after act was passed by congress for the 
_self-same purposes which were avowed in the act of 
89, none, no not ene, was found, with reputation, 
'or without reputation, to breathe so much as a doubt, 
| far less to deny the power of congress, to grant such 
‘protection, or the propriety of granting it. And 
_again, I speak but the truth of history, when I say 


And what were we to do? what did the patriotic 
statesmen of that day resolve to do? The credit of 
the government was gone; its accredited agents who 
went to England to borrow money were, in London, 
and to the disgrace of the United States, almost dri- 
ven from ‘change; we could not have borrowed at 
the rate of sixty in a hundred; and while the public 


credit was thus postrate, our individual credit failed 


even in a greater proportion. Establishments which 


| had cost millions, which had added tens of millions 
to the public wealth, which had employed hundreds 


The effect proved, and at once, the wisdom and the | 


passed, and what has been the result? 


that in proportion to the encouragement and defence | 


‘extended by these laws to the industry of the coun- 
‘tury, was the improvement of the country. These 


| has been the state of the nation? 


of thousands of industrious hands, spread domestic 
comfortand private happiness all around them, were 
sacrificed under the hammer,not only to the utter ruin 
of their proprietors,bul almost to the starvation of the 
operatives to whom they had given bread. It was un- 
der this condition of things that the act ’42, which 
the senate is now invoked to destroy, ca ue into ex- 
istence. The act was founded on the principle, that 
the labor of the country was to be protected, and 
as a moons to this, that the capitalists were also to 
be protected; without whose money the labor of the 
country could not be made to flourish. The law was 
From °42 to 
the present period, when the manufacturing portion 
of our community is thrown into general consterna- 
tion, by the fear that your new bill shall pass, what 
I leave it to you, 
who are asking us to destroy this law, tosay whether 


| the business of this country ever knew a happier or 


| protective acts continued to be passed without dis- | 


pute or question, from 1789 down to 1822. Some 
| little doubt was then, and for the first time, intimat- 
ed in the state of Massachusetts, (at that period ex- 


more prosperous period. When was personal wealth 
better secured; private labor better rewarded, and 


_ individual and public credit occupying a higher po- 


| sition? 


tensively, and almost exclusively, engaged in com- | 
'merce,) as to the power. Bult there was not so much 


‘asa whisper of any such opinion from the south, 


tion is now held by a portion of the people to be not 
‘merely unconstitutional, but positively unjust and 
|tyrannical. I do not deny that this change in the 
opinion of the south is the result of honest convic- 
tion, but still the facts remain that it is a change, a 
very great change, an utter and radical change, of 
opinions long aud patriotically maintained, and lon 
and beneficially carried out. 


I shall not go into a history of the troubles which 
have grown out of this difference of opinion, from 


| 
| 
| 


4 
5 


to the time when it proved so fruitful a source of 
controversy, discontent, public agitation and alarm. 





national industry. 
| dustry one day; and refused to protect it the next.— 
| One day it has been encouraged, the next day it has 
| been stricken down. At length our domestic hori 
| zon was darkened by these lowering clouds which 
| arose previous to the compromise act, and threaten- 
| ed us with the horrors of civil war. A distinguished 
| senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) contrary to the 
| judgment of many, but as the country admitted, 
{rom the purest patriotism, recommended the pas- 
sage of that celebrated law, and succeedéd in car- 
rying it through both houses. It was then, and has 
ever since been denominated the compromise act— 





where untortunately as I sincerely believe, for them- | 


_gentlemen in the South to say that they would have 
selve-, as wellas the whole country, such protec. | 


the time it first manifested itself in the south, down | 


{ts effect has been to disturb a}] the elements of our | 
Congress has protected that in-| 


Let any man point me toa brighter period 
in our history. 


And, Mr. President, is not the nation taken by sur- 
prise, when it finds that you are in earnest in an at- 
tempt to repeal this law? I know that it is easy for 


been surprised if such a bill bad not been recom- 
mended, but if they will be as candid as their nature 
prompts them to be in all other things must they not, 
one and all, admit that the supporters of the present 
Chief Magistrate in other portions of the country 
have been equally surprised that such a bill as this 
|has found its way into these hails under his recom- 
mendation? Must they not, as honest men, admit, 
one and all, that if Mr. Polk, when a candidate for 
the presidency, with the frankness and manly inde- 
_pendance which became him, had declared, in ad- 
vance, that such a bill as this should, if he succeed- 
'ed, be passed under his sanction, and his influence, 
‘that he never would have been president of the 
United States? ‘Tne senator from Massachusetts took 
occasion lo say this morning that, when in Pennsy!|- 
ivania, during the last presidential canvass, he saw 
means resorted to (whether ignorantly or designedly) 
to mislead the honest and confiding democracy of 
|Pennsylvania. J will here add my testimony to the 
isame effect. I have been myself witness once, if 
| not oftener, to the same disgraceful exhibition. Qo 
my Way to address a mass meeting at Laneaster, in 
| that state, | stopped at the town of Calumbia, and 
| went into what f was told was a democratic tavern. 
'On the wall of the bar-room | saw a handbill, on 
which was printed in large capitals, ‘The tariff act 
of °42 to be preserved only by electing James K. 


but of what was it a compromise? not of the protec- | Polk.” 1 wanted to get passession af one of the bills, 


tive principle, not by surrendering that principle, or | to make use of it where | was going, and | pugehas- 
of employment; foreign debts accumulating; houses | admitting that the power to protect did not exist, but | ed one. 
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Mr. Haywood. What did you give for it?] 

r. Johnson. I think I gave a quarter of a dollar, 
(a laugh,) but it was worth more than that to Mr 
Polk. It and tricks like it served to make him what 
he is—the president. 

Mr. Dallas. Inever saw the handbill.] 

r. Johnson. If you never saw that one, sir, you 
must have seen several like it during the canvass.— 
This handbill proclaimed to those whom some of our 
friends on the other side of the chamber are ‘ond of 
speaking of as “the hard-fisted democracy of the 
country,” that there would be a meeting at Columbia 
a few days afterwards, and urging them to come out 
in their strength to hear the best men of the democ- 
racy explain the democratic tariff of ’42—to hear 
the tariff vindicated from the mouths of men on 
whose integrity they could rely—men who were in- 
capable of deception. Among those ‘best men” 
was, if I remember right, the present secretary of 
state. He was one of those who was to demonstrate 
to the Pace ead democracy of Pennsylvania that the 
tariff of "42 was a democratic measure; that the 
whigs had attempted to defeat it, but could not, and 
called upon them to elect James K. Polk, that they 
might ensure the continuance of the tariff of °42, 
without the alteration of a letter.” 


aged in such deception, and I have only mentioned 
these facts to show that the people were deceived— 
rossly, shamelessly, degradedly deceived—and I 
azard the assertion that no delegate from Pennsy]- 
vania will deny that if, with the candor and manli- 
ness which became him, Mr. Polk had written to 
Pennsylvania, avowing that, should he become presi- 
dent of the United States, the tariff of ’42 should 
not be suffered to stand a single session of congress, 
he would, to this hour, have remained James K. 
Polk. Well may the people of Pennsylvania say, in 
their memorials, that they are astonished—that they 
have been betrayed and shamefully defrauded; and 
well may they say that their only ray of hope is 
found here, in the senate of the United States; and 
with no less truth may they add, that that ray of 
hope proceeds from the whig members of this body, 





and almost from them alone. In the entire history 


of our party struggles—in all the agitations of the | 
political elements—in-all our conflicts for power, du- | 


ring every former period of the government—never 
has there existed such absolute, open, and vile de- | 
ception as has been practised by the democratic lead- 
ers and politicians on confiding Pennsylvania. 

1 hear, or at least | see it said in some whig pa- 
pers, that whigs have no sympathy for her. That, 
sir, is not my case. | have sympathy, deep sympa- 
thy for her. The people of Pennsylvania are an ho- | 
nest upright people, simple-hearted and confiding, 
and they have been betreyed. They trusted, and 
they have been deceived. They were prosperous 





and happy, and they are to be impoverished. And all 
for what?—for what? Why, to carry out “the reve- 
nue standard” of duties! All because you have be- 
come suddenly enamored of the principles of free 
trade. All promises made to Pennsylvania, whether 
express or implied, are to be broken, Scattered to 
the wind. ‘Those promises were to be found in eve- 
ry hamlet and log-cabin in Pennsylvania, in the shape 
of a letter written by the democratic candidate, if not 
written to deceive, at least deceiving. ‘That letter, 
with all its softand specious language, is now to be 
kept in the back ground; and when those who read 
and fondly believed it, now come here exercising 
their sacred privilege as freemen, and lay their com- 
plaints before the senate, that the protective system 
is about to be destroyed, and their daily bread taken 
from them, they are contemptuously told, in the 
columns of the government organ, that they could 
not have been deceived; THAT NO MAN OF COMMON 
SENSE ever supposed that, if Mr. Polk proved suc. 
cessful in the contest, he would not adopt the princi- 
ples of free trade as the leading principles of his ad- 
ministration. 


Hear-what is said in the organ of the 17th inst.— 
Commenting upon some remarks of the senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) the day before, it says: 

“Mr. Webster tells us that the present adminis- 
tration are the most accomplished ‘panic makers’ in 
the cuvuntry. Strange assertion, ipdeed, and it has 
no other foundation than éhis, that the administration | 
and its real friends, and the real friends of the coune | 
try, are carrying outa reform which has long been | 
demanded by a suffering people, which Mr. Polk has | 
promised, and which was known lo every MAN OF SENSE | 
IN THE COMMUNITY would be carried oul by lhe demo- | 
cratic party the moment they came into power.” 

{ should not refer to the language of +this editor, | 
unless it had the stanip of at least a quasi presiden- | 
tial authority; (and | think my friend trom New York | 
over the way Mr. Dickinson) will agree with me | 


| 








that this paper is at least ‘‘a quast public document.’’— | that it is so bad and imperfect that it should not pass? | 
What else keeps them from speaking? It ts not that) cheat the government out of revenue. 


[A laugh.] 


It was known, says the organ, to every man of 
sense that Mr. Polk was no protective man, but, on 
the contrary, that he was a free trade man. This is 
stultifying, at one blow, all Democratic Pennsylva- 
nia. That is all they get for working night and day 
in the good old democratic cause. And when her 
senator comes here and presents the memorial of 
hundreds on hundreds of his democratic constitu- 
ents, complaining of broken faith snd violated pledges, 
all he gets in reply is to be told, almost in words , upon 
the president’s authority, that he and they were fools. 

But to proceed. | carried that purchase of mine to 
a mixed meeting elsewhere, and | thought if I pro- 
duced it there it would be a taking thing. Accord- 
ingly, I spread it out upon the hustings, and told the 
people that I got it in Pennsylvania; but I found it to 
be of no use at all. It made no impression—and 
why? The democracy were induced to believe that 
“it was a whig trick;” ‘‘that it had been gotten up 
to deceive the democrats!” : 

And now what is the condition we are in? [ would 
not speak words of provocation—I do not speak in 
any offensive sense, but only as the senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Speight) said a few days since, in ‘‘a le- 
gal sense.” [A laugh.} 

If this tariff bill shall be passed how will it be 
done? The bill came to us last Monday week. A 
proposition was introduced to pursue the usual course 
in this chamber by referring the bill, but that motion 
was voted down. First, because the finance com- 
mittee was not full. (Though it could have been 
made full in five minutes.) And second, because the 
committee would not have sufficient time to examine 
it, meaning, of course, that the senate would. What 
else? A week elapses, the chairman of the commit- 
tee of finance at length appears and debates the bill 
with his usual ability and courtesy. And what was 
the ground he assamed; simply this, to show that it 
wou'd raise sufficient money, and that the adoption 
of the ad valorem principle would prevent frauds, and 
would put an end to the injustice perpetrated under 
the former system; or to use his words, would ‘‘zet 
clear of the unjust, unrighteous, and villainous prin- 
ciple which marked the tariff of 1842, and every 
other tariff law;” thus slandering, virtually, all pre- 
vious congresses, whig and democratic, from the 
days of Washington down. The honorable chair- 
man, however, touched only on the capacity of this 
bill to raise sufficient revenue; and said he would 
leave a}l the other topics connected with it to be dis- 
cussed by his friends on that side of tha chamber. 1 
had the senator from South Carolina (Mr. McDuffie) 
in my eye. He entertains the opinion, and I know 
most sincerely, that the constitutional question is the 
main question involved in the bill, and I wanted to 
hear hitn discuss it. If I could have got the floor | 
meant to provoke him to defend it. I wanted to hear 
him say that this principle of free trade had been dis- 
tinctly avowed by his own favorite candidate for the 
presidency. 


He had heard a speech made on our side of the 
chamber, and made with distinguished ability, in 
which the senator from Maine (Mr. Evans) tore to 
atoms all the estimates of the chairman of the fiance 
committee, so that he was compelled to admit that 
he had been in error to the amount of some two or 
three millions. (But, in those days that’s a small 
concern.) ‘The chairman said indeed it was a mat 
ter of Jiltle consequence; nor did it mage much dif- 
ference whether the bill would raise money or none 
atall; that, according to the modern doctrine, is a 
question for the administration alone—that’s their 
affair, not ours, nor the country’s. My friend from 
Maine.after two days scathing scrutiny, propounded 
certain questions to gentlemen on the other side; but 
no one on the other side would, it was said, debate 
the bill but one honorable senator. We adjourned. 
And when we met again that ‘‘one” was not ready. 
Then came the senatur from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Davis,) and he seemed to me to have annihilated 
every vestige of the bill He pressed them again to 
discuss it, but the senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
McDuffie) appealed to the courtesy of his own side 
of the senate to give me leave to go on to-day.— 
Then 1 was forced to infer that it was not their pur- 
pose to debate it at all. Js not this most extraordi- 
nary? A bill which remodies the whole financial 
system of the country, which strikes down the prices 
of all American labor; a bill which will carry dis- 
may to the hearts of thousands and hundreds of thou- 
sands of men through all the Middle and the North- 
ern states; a bill which is exciting the fearful ap- 
prehensions of tens of thousands of those who agree 
in political sentiments with the majority here; such 
a bill to be suffered to pass without a word of expla- 
nation or vindication! Are gentlemen dissatisfied 
with the details of the bill? Do they apprehend that 
if it shall be discussed they may be forced to admit 








they have objections to speaking in this chamber. 
my friend over there from Arkansas (Mr. Sevier) i 
know has no backwardness in that particular. Are 
we notto hear from him? Why this extraordinary 
and unexampled silence! There can be but one reg. 
son—the bill cannot be vindicate 

Mr. McDuffie.—It vindicates ttself.} 

es, it vindicates itself, and in two ways; it estab. 
lishes two positions, it vindicates the principle on 
which it is founded; and on its own face I suppose, 
it proves, also on its face, how much money, to aq 
dollar, will be raised under it. But I think the ho. 
norable senator is a little mistaken as to the principle 
of the bill being so very clear. But there 1s a posi. 
tion taken by the government organ concerning the 
operation of the bill, which is still more startling 
than the bil! itself, and that is, that it is a matter of 
no consequence how much revenue it will raise; 
whether one million, or fifteen millions, or thirty 
millions, or not a dollar—to any body in the world 
but President Polk and his Cabinet. The paper of 
yesterday holds this language— 

“The gist and burden of the whole attack upon 
the new tariff bill hitherto is summed up in the gen. 
eral and sweeping assertion that the administration, 
in bringing forward this bill, is not taking proper care 
of itself. The bill, it is said, in the first place, if 
fai:'y administered, will leave a deficit in the reve. 
nue; and, in the second place, that it cannot be fair. 
ly administered; and so that deficit will be enlarged 
by frauds. Now, in reply to this, we urge that these 
are matters in which the opposition may, as we 
think, very properly leave the administration to look 
out for its own interests and take care of itself. If 
the governmeut measures is about to injure the coun- 
try—to break up the business of men and throw their 
affairs into confusion; or if, again, the measures pro. 
posed by the government is in itself oppressive, or 
unjust, or unequal, or if the country want a tariff 
for protection, instead of a tariff for revenue—then 
it is very proper fur an opposition, seeking in behalf 
of the country, to demonstrate such to be the case. 
But our opposition seems to have a most parental 
and guardian anxiety lest the administration, if left 
to itself, should hereafter find itself embarrassed by 
the want of funds. Meaning no disrespect to any 
whig gentleman, we think they might spare them- 
selves this anxiety till the administration shail have 
proved itself incuple of framing a neasure to raise a 
suitable revenue, and shall apply to them for their 
aid and counsel. 

“When the chancellor of the exchequer in Eng- 
land, or the minister of the interior in France, brings 
forward his budget, it 1s not usual for opposition 
members and deputies to get up and say that the 
taxes proposed are too low, and that they will leave 
a deficit in the revenue. On the contrary, the point 
which the opposition in those cases feel bound main- 
ly to press, and the charge which it brings, usually 
is that the taxes are too high, and that the people are 
unnecessarily burdened. 

‘‘But with us the opposition sees fit to manage very 
differently. The secretary of the treasury, acting 
under the direction of the executive, frames a bill, 
which according to his estimate, will give to the 
treasury a suitable revenue. The chairman of the 
committee of ways and means revises these esti- 
mates, mekes some alterations in the bill which he 
thinks are demanded by the interests of the revenue, 
and reports the measure to the house. It passes that 
body, and is then brought to the senate, without 
farther amendment by the chairman. of the com- 
mittee on finance. It really appears somewhat 
strange that the opposition should in this state of 
things rally upon the position that the bill does not 
tax the people heavily enough, and that the adminis- 
tration is not collecting money enough to carry on 
the government! 


‘It is surely no answer to this tosay an issue of trea- 
sury notes is about to be authorized to meet the ex- 
penses of the war. 
nent, peace revenue. It should manifestly, in its per- 
manent provisions, look to nothing else. And the 
creation of a sufficient amount of revenue is surely 
a matter in which the. administration is abundantly in- 
terested to take care of itself. \t is odd that the oppo- 
sition should be found crying out for heavier taxes on 
the people, in order that the administration may have 
more money to spend than itself sees fit to raise. 

“The charge that the revenue will be defrauded 
under the new bill, is of the same character. The 
first effect of such fraud will be to embarrass the 
administration. lt is a matter for the edministration 
to look to, and to guard against. ‘Vhe secretary of 
the treasury will spare no pains ‘o maintain in every 
port the most competent and honestassessors. It is, 
to say the least, supexfluous and gratuitous kindness on 
the part of the opposition to argue at great length 


against the government reverue measures, that it will 
Have the 
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am Fy < igonnaage Rene 
‘ery i treasury department and the committee of ways and | be laid for the bona fide purpose of collecting mo- {tem of protection was to eontinue. The tariff on 
BS Abe means and finances shown themselves so incompe- | ney for the support of government. To raise the this article was laid, 1 will assume, to produce re- 
rdinary tent to do their own business, that they should thus | duties higher than that point, and thereby diminish | venue, but the enterprise and skill of our people 
ine rea. summarily be put under guardianship? the amount collected, is to levy them for pro-| availing itselfof the protection thus afforded make 
Whether then the bill will Jead to frauds or not! tection merely, and not for revenue. As long, then, |a better and acheaper articlé than that im orted 
makes no difference to any body but Mr. Polk and his | as congress may gradually increase the rate of duty | and an article which, in consequence of its coe price 
it estab. secretary, Mr. Walker; they, possibly, may be some-| on a given article, and the revenue is increased, by | and good quality, 1s driving out the foreign aptiola 
riple on what embarrassed should the system work badly, but | such increase of duty, they are within the revenue from the American market. Well, what does the 
uppose; nobody else has anything to do, or say, or care in the standard. When they go beyond taat point, and as president say? He wants a larger amount of revenue 
ey, toa matter. If these gentlemen mean and are able to | they increase the duties, the revenue is increased or | from iron. And how is he to get it? Congress, he 
the ho- make good to the treasury all the losses it may sus- destroyed; the act ceases to have for its object the | says, has no constitutional power to protect it direct- 
rinciple tain by fraud, then | can understand why, perhaps, | rasing of money to support government, but is for | ly by a duty, or even designedly to afford it inciden- 
a posi- they alone have reason to concern themselves with} protection merely.” tal protection. It can lay a duty for the single pur- 
ring the the operation of the bill. But if it is the nation who See how this doctrine breaks down the whole do- | pose of raising money, and in exerting that power 
tartling must make up the losses and endure all the conse-| mestic industry of the country. The president says, | congress has only to inquire what money the govern- 
atter of uences, the ruinous consequences, of a want of rev- | he has always been in favor of incidental protection, | ment wants, and how the amount can best be raised. 
I raise; enue, then it would seem to be the duty of congress} and he understands that to be the protection which a | The only question, therefore, that they can legitima- 
r thirty to enquire what will be the probable effects of the | tax imposed exclusively fcr revenue, gives to the | tely look at is this. What amount of tax will in- 
e world measure; and whether it will or will not produce the manufacturer. Now what is that tax? it is, they teil | crease importation to such an extent that we shall 
yaper of adequate amount of revenue, Who says that it will? | us, a tax to be limited to the wants of the govern- | get the amount of revenue we want? The duty must 
Who has asserted that it will? Nobody, but the| ment, and you are to look and see how much tax | not prevent importation in the slightest degree, for 
ck upon chairman of the committee on finance. He said so, | any particle articular will bear, so as to yield the | the secretary’s doctrine is, that a duty is equally un- 
the gen- though rather doubtingly, and with several important| largest practical amount of revenue. That is the | constitutional whether it prevents importation in 
stration, admissions of mistake. principle. Well, if it isa sound principle, it will be as | whole or in part, because either way it is contrary 
per care But to proceed. Mr. President, let me ask the | sound and constitutional ten years hence as it is now. | to the revenue standard, Well, the secretary exerts 
place, if attention of the senate to the new theory broached | It isa principle which is always to limit the fiscal his arithmetic and figures it out. He finds that a tax 
he reve- by the president and his fiscal officers, that congress | legislation of congress. Now let us look at its prac | on iron of fifty per cent. brings him in but three mil- 
be fair- has ths power of protection only up to the point of a| tical operation upon the domestic industry of the | lions of revenue. He needs six millions. He can’t 
enlarged “revenne standard.” A revenue standard? what isa/| country. It seems to me, that its inevitable effect get it by a tax of fifty per cent. because that tax 
vat these revenue standard? Ido not like to attempt its de~| must be to strike it all down. In illustration of this, | keeps foreign iron out of the American market, 
as we fination, and perhaps the only way to get at one will take a taxable article, coarse cottons, for example. | and just so far as it does this the tax is unconstilu- 
1 to look be to use the very words of the disiinguished secre- | 1 will assume that we have no tax on coarse cottons, | tional. What, then, 1s he todo? Why, he will try 
self. If tary of the treasury. [le says: that they are free from duty,and that there is no} a tax of forty per cent. If he finds that that brings 
he coun- “The whole power to collect taxes, whether di- | competition here of a home fabric, how are we to | him the revenue required he le‘s it stand at forty, 
ow their rect or indirect,is conferred by the same clause of proceed that we may raise the largest practicable | but if that leaves a part of the market to American 
ires pro- the constitution. The words are, ‘The congress shall | amount of reveiue on its importation. What is to; competition, and prevents to that extent importation, 
ssive, or have the power to lay and cadlect taxes, duties im- be ascertained? First—what is the amount of their | he lowers his duty to twenty per cent. and so down- 
t a tariff posts, and excises.” A direct tax or excise, not for| consumption in the United States. When we have | wards till he finds the point where he gets the largest 
1e—then reveuue, but for prutection, clearly would not be| ascertained this, then how nfuch tax they will bear | revenue, and that is when the former is able to sup- 
in behalf as much so as a duty imposed for a similar purpose. | without diminishing tte present consumption. These | ply the whole American market. Then the secretary 
the case. The power is ‘to lay and collect taxes, duties imposts, being found, we lay our tax, say, thirty per cent. ad. | cries—Eureka! Ihave got it! I have found the re- 
parental and excises.’ A duly must be laid only that it may | valorem. The people of New England, famous as| venue standard! 
n, if left be collected; and if it is so imposed that it cannot be| we all admit them to be, for industry, enterprise, and) Bnt what becomes of the American manufacture? 
‘assed by collected in whole or in part, it violates the declared shrewdness, take it into their heads that they could | [tis prostrated, destroyed. This is the new executive 
t to any object of the granted power. To lay all duties so| muke the same article with the protection in the| doctrine, and this is its consequence. The president 
wt ang high that none of them could be collected, we home market which a tax of thirty per cent. on the and secretary oppose a duty which has been Jaid b 
all have be a prohibitory tariff upon that article. If a dut¥® foreign articles would give them; accordingly they | every wise government in the world to protect the 
to raise a of one hundred per cent. were imposed upon all or| proceed to establish their factories; they produce an | industry of its own citizens. Isolating himself, like 
for their upon a number of articles, so as to diminish the re-| article as good, if not better than the imported, and | Tiberius in his islands, the secretary’s sole inquiry 
venue upon all or any of them, it would operate as| they make a heavy profit, perhaps more than the | js, how much money will the law bring me? If it 
r in Eng- a partial prohibition. A partial and a total probibi- ordinary average profil of business men around them; supplies me with aevenue, [ care nét what falls or 
-e, brings tion are alike in Violation of the true object of the} meanwhile the population of the country increases,! what stands; what American interest prospers or is 
pposition taxing power. They only differ ia degree and not the quantity of cotton goods increases with it, and! annihilated; what American labor flourishes or is de- 
that the in principle. If the revenue limit may be exceeded | the annexation of Texas increases the demand still | stroyed. The same illustration might be applied 
vill. lnave one per cent., it may be exceeded one hundred. If| further. As demand increases, factories are multi-| with proportional force to all the articles of con- 
the point ‘t may be exceeded upon any article it may be ex-| Plied, until th»y have gone on and invested a hundred | sumption or use which we can make, and which are 
id emin- ceeded upon all; and there is no escape from this} millions of doilars in these establishments; thousands | protected by the existing tariff. 
5, usually conclusion, but in contending that congress may lay and tens of thousands of operatives find good wages, {t behooves us, Mr. President, to look at the thing 
ople are duties on all articles so high as to collect norevenue | 2d constant employment; the consumption of the | practically. When we are asked to pass a new law, 
and operate as a total prohibition.” country is supplied to the whole extent that these | the first question with every wise legi-lator is, How 
lage very The president isa little more explicit. He tells us: factories can make; and the domestic article vies _will it operate? Now, the favorite theory of the go- 
y, acting ‘The attention of congress is invited to the import- with the foreign, and is fast getting ahead of it.—/) vernment is, that every man knows his own business 
es a bill, ance of making suitable modifications and reductions | What happens? the government gets into a situation | best; that self-interest is the most eflectual applica- 
fe to the of the rates of duty impose! by our present tariff) '9 which it needs more money; and what does the | tion of all others tosharpen men’s wits; that what- 
an of the laws. The object of imposing duties on imports | president say? I want a hundred million of dollars | ever men may think, or however they may differ on 
nese esti- should be to raise revenue to pay the necessary ex- and cannot raise it, without making as much out of general subjects; each man knows what hurts himself; 
whiéh he penses of government. Congress may, undoubtedly, foreign cottons imported as we can possibly get.— | and admit the general truth of the principle—and 
revenue, in the exercise of a sound discretion, discriminate in Experience shows, that under the tax of thirty per} now what do we see? Memorials coming up from 
.ases that arranging the rates of duty on d.fferent articles; but cent. foreigners do not supply our market, that it) the people, from day to day, imploring congress to 
without the discriminations should be within the revenue stan- | discourages the importation; we must diminish our | pass no bill which shal) operate to destroy cur own 
the eom- dard, and made with the view to raise money for the | t@X, Must tax foreign cottons to the revenue stand: | industry. Gentlemen make no answer. They say 
sciewhat support of government??? dor! only, and what is that? Why, the secretary says | jt is a misapprehension; that the people suppose that 
etate of “It becomes important to understand distinctly that it is a oe yom pri oe Rg. ny we ghey 44 protection enriches them, but that is all a mistake, 
| does not what is meant by a revenue standard, the maximum forelén 2 ve J a cent. 1s too high, it keeps out the | for, on the contrary, it really injures them. ButI 
 edaninis- Of Whine shontd hak fh anceeded tn tht tater ofl eee we keep on that tax Ame-| turn gentiemen’s doctrine upon themselves, and ask, 
carry on duly imposed. It is conceded, and experience proves, feats jacunies "elena rer ey tg Panay | Do not the people know their own business better 
that duties may be laid so high as to diminish or pro- YE are si ed; sees OL eters eee icate | then political theorists? This bill deals with labor, 
a iil ivee- hibit altogether the importation of any given article, | e themse ves and capital to that branch of business, with the labor that is employed on iron. It deals 
ta thé'éi- and thereby lessen ordestroy the revenue which, at and they ore grainy and happy, and they are sup-) with those whom their professed friends are con- 
> a perma: » lower rates, would be derived from its importation. plying the demand. 1} liad Wal pgrer do, says the _tinually talking about as the *thonest democracy.”— 
ta tes per- Such duties exceed the revenue rales, and are 6dt president and his secretary; we must bring in more | J, comes among these men like a pestilence, bringing 
And the imposed to raise money for the support of govero- foreign goods, we must reduce the tax so low that| famine in its train. It carries ruin to the furnace, 
iaarely ment. If congress levy a duty for revenue of one the foreign manufacturer can supply the whole de- | tu the coal field, to the machine shop, to the cotton 
dantly in- per cent. on a given article, it will produce a given mand; no sooner said than done, down goes the tax | factory, to the taiior, the shoemaker, the hatter—to 
iaantly t am 5 See 1 inede..| and what is the result? Down go the factories, down |-ajj forms and varieties of human industry. Gentle- 
_ the oppo- ount of money to the treasury, and will inciden-| 502. the price of labor: down falls the laborer and | it will inj AY ae ry 
r taxes on tally and necessarily afford protection or advantage BS 4 A hie lahat: dove i. a | men say that it will injure pone but the capitalist.— 
have to the amount of one per cent. to the home manu- his dependents upon his labor; down goes the agri | Indeed? If you prostrate the capitalist, do you not 
may facturer of a similar or like article over the importer culture of those who supply their various wants; and | jn the same blow, strike down all who are depen- 
“eo d If the duty be enised to {en ve cent. it will Se down goes the wealth and prosperity of the nation. | geyt on him for employment? The biow touches 
ert tees : ereaiac catant ce Bares ye" “atlord aeakier i | And why all this? Why, forsooth, because the only | the eapitalist first, but it expends its desolating and 
ter. “ tection. If it be still a i feiente taante Bye 4 constitutional mode of laying taxes is to make the | destructive force on the laborers of the country. It 
vbeoaaveed thirty per cent. and if pe it is raised’ the nap Pape de- | tax the very lowest, which will bring the highest | sirjkes at wages. If it lets him live at all, it de- 
— A rived (eras ih We fon: pe factenenl., the protection amount of revenue. | weer — ~ the ao a em serf labor of England, 
n in every or advantage wiil also be increased; but if it be rais- Now let us take another example. Letus take iron. | or the still lower labor of some other parts of the 
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ed to thirty one per cent. and it is found that the reg| 
venue produced at that rate is Jess than at thirty per | 
Cent. it ceases to be a revenue duty. The precise 
Point in the ascending scale of duties, at which it is_ 


*scertained from experience, that the revenue is | 
éreatest, is the maximum rate of duty, which can | 


Under the tariff of °42 the iron manufactures of the, 


United States have grown up into a flourishing con- 


and spreading around them extensive benefits to the 
country in all directions. 
vested on the faith of the tacit pledge that the sys- 


world. It reduces free industricus American citi- 


zens to one meal a day—to abject poverty—and 
dition, accumulating for their proprietors wealth, | 


when a man is brought to the lowest poverty; when 


ihe comforts of home is lost; when his happy Sab- 
Millions have beeu in-| baths are gone; when his haif clothed chiluren en- 
tter the Sunday school no more—how long will it te- 
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before degradatiou will be followed by vice? If it 
were the mere destruction of property, the havoc 
would then be great and fearful, but it might be 
borne. But it does not stop there. It degrades men 
and, by degrading, it demoralizes them; and to de- 
moralize republican citizens is to write the nation’s 
doom. The very life blood of a free government 
lies in the independence and virtue of its people. 

Ihave before me a modern volume of high autho- 
rity, which details the wretched and starving condi- 
tion of poor laborers in other countries. There is no 
time to read it here, but let any gentleman cast his 
eye on the description it contains of the squalid po- 
verty, and abject degradation of those foreigners 
who labor each day for the food of that day, and 
scarce get enough to sustain life. Are laborers like 
these fit constituents of honorable gentlemen? have 
these men the requisite intelligence to elect a chief 
miagistrate of tis great and powerful republic? are 
they fit to sustain aud carry forward our system of 
republican institutions? Are they the men to whom 
we may safely look to secure the blessings of freedom 
to us, and to our children? On the contrary, does it 
not necessarily follow, that if your legislature re 
duces the laborers of this country to such a level, 
that you thereby sap the only foundation on which 
the liberties of this land can rest. 

Look at Pennsylvania; in that great and powerful 
atate, every department of buman industry is filled 
up, is occupied to the full with the exception of ma- 
nufactures. Agriculture is striving to make for it- 
self a market. The profits of the farmer are mode- 
rate. Where will be the constituency of the senator 
from Pennsylvania, if this bill shall pass? I have 
before me, statistical tables, showing the number of 
hands who are engaged in the various manufacturing 
establishments of the state. ‘This bill goes directly 
to injure every man of them; while it destroys the 
weaith of the capitalists invested in these establish- 
ments, it impoverishes and destroys the laborers by 
thousands. We talk of war, and talk truly of the 
havoc it makes of human life, aud the desolation and 
misery which it brings into the bosom of families, 
but | say with all sincerity, that the troubles growing | 

| 





out of the present war, are as nothing, when com- 

pared with the individual and national losses and dis- | 
tresses, which must inevitably follow the passage of | 
this bill. Jt is an easy thing for gentlemen holding 
seats in the halls of congress, and who are in posses- 
sion of all the comforts and luxuries of life, who go- 
ing from this city—the farmer, to his farm; the mer- 

chant to his business; the Jawyer to his oecupation— 
it is easy for suck to talk with great calmness, about 
theories of policy, and doctrines of political econo- 
my. We have enough! No squalid poverty invades 
our homes, no ery of want is heard in our dwellings, 
they are full of happiness; but let us reflect, 1 im- 
plore you to Jet us reflect, on the condition of the 
laboring population, who are to be effected by what 
wedo. Let us ask ourselves what is to become of 
the eight hundred thousand citizens immediately en- 
gaged in the various branches of manufactures, and 
those four or five millions of others who are depen- 
dentupon their labor. They come bere to the doors 
of the senate, and entreat you to save them from the 
destructive effects of a measure, whose effects they 
well understand; a measure resting on theory alone, 
uncalled for, and unnecessary, and fraught only with 
mischief. Remember that these laborers, many of 
whom are now your petitioners, with their families, 
equal in number the whole population of this country 
at the time our independence was declared. Why 
shall we, without necessity, and against necessity, 
perpetrate an act which must annihilate that national 
industry, to which they owe all their comforts, their 
happiness, their very existence itself. 

And what is ai! this ruin to be caused for? It is 
because, a8 is alleged, the tax which encourages our 
own labor obliges some of our ¢:|' °ns, lo give more 
for commodities which they du not make, the tax 
being always added to the price of the commodity, 
and falling upon the consumer. 

Such is the plea. In the first place it is not true. 
The tax neither falls wholly on the consumer, nor 
wholly on the producer. ‘The cotton planter tells 
you that the tax you levy on fabrics made out of his 
cotton when worked up 1s equal to a tax on his cot- 
ton; is equivalent to an export tax. Well, if itisan 
export tax, then certainly it does not fall on the 
consumer. It can’t fall on the consumer and the 
producer both. Let me illustrate, England, imposes 
a tax on tobacco of four or five hundred per cent.— 
Who pays that tax? Does the grower of tobacco 
pay it? or does the consumer pay it? They can’t 
both pay the tax. If every man who uses tobacco 
in Evgland is forced to pay four or five hundred per 
cent. on the price of the article, because of the im- 








shall be shared by the thousands abroad. That is the 


| How is it to be made 504 millions? 


' beyond the Atlantic, and seems to feel no reluctance 
|or remorse at inflicting utter ruin on American capi- | 


/ how he might multiply the comforts and secure the 


of the impost, it is equally clear that the consumer 
docs not pay it. But the truth is that neither of 
them, exclusively, pays it. Its amount is at first 
shared between tlie producer and consumer, as far 
as the price is concerned, competition brings it down 
to what it would have been without the tax. 

And now let me call the attention of ihe senate to 
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possession of the American market. To this eng 
he lays aduty on foreign commodities the lowest 
that he possibly can consistent with revenue. What 
becomes of that duty? Does it not go into the Eng. 
lish treasury? Does it not contribute to support the 
British government; to add to its revenue; to jn. 
crease its strength; te support its aristocracy; to 


what the secretary of the treasury says that we do | give splendor to its throne, and make England one 


with the cotton we send abroad, and what with the 
cotton we sel] at home, and then let us see why he 
prefers sending it abroad to have it manufactured at 
home. [ quote from his report: ; 

“At present prices, our cotton crop will yield an 
annual product of $72,000,000, and the manufactur- 
ed fabric $504,000,000, furnishing profits abroad to 
thousands of capitalists, and wages to hundreds of thou- 
sands of the working classe3; all of whom would be 
deeply injured by any disturbance, growing out of a 
state of war, to the direct and adequate supply of 
the raw material.” 

Who gets the benefit? We send abroad the raw 
material worth 72 millions, and bg the process of 
manufacturing, its value it enhanced, says the secre- } 
tary, to 504 millions. If that is done in England some- 
body in England gets the benefit of the operation; 
but if it were all done here, then somebody here 
would get the benefit. Now, who is it that the scre- 
tary wants to get this difference in value? Hear what 
he says, I give you his own words: 

“At present prices, our cotton crop will yield an 
annual product of $72,000,000, and the manufactured 
fabric $504,000,000, furnishing profits abroad to thou- 
sands of capitalists, and wages to hundreds of thousands 
of the working classes.” ; 


Now you have, the country will see, what itis the 
secretary wants tc do. He wants that these profits 


new theory; that is the revenue standard, that is de- 
mocratic in his view of the matter. Couid there be 
amore clear, obvious, anti American policy. We, 
in the United States, raise a crop of cotton worth 72 
millions, capable of being made worth 504 millions. 
By the process 
of being mantifactured. And how is that to be done? 
The first thing is to vest capital in the requisite 
buildings and machinery, the next to employ laborers. 


of the foremost nations of the world? The whole 
tendency of the secretary’s scheme is to add to the 
wealth of English capitalists, and to increase the 
prosperity of English industry. Now, sir, if the tax 
is to be paid either by the producer or the cousumer, 
({ speak of the whole extent of the tax) I think, if 
we are to buy British goods increased 1n price by 
the whole amount of tax, it would be a better policy 
for us to save that tax for our own government, and 
have it to go into our own treasury, rather than the 
treasury of Great Britain. In my poor apprehen. 
Sions, sir, it would be infinitely better to pursue a 
policy which would enure to our own strength, our 
own honor, our own credit, our own prosperity, our 
own wealth, and our own industry, rather than one 
which makes us tributary to those who have no com- 
mon interest and no common feeling with ourselves, 
at all times our rivals and competitors, and who 
may, at any time, be thrown into open conflict and 
hostility with us. The secretary says: ‘if our own 
manufactures consume four hundred thousand bales, it 
would cost them twelve millions of dollars, whilst se|l- 
ing the manufactured fabric for eighty-four millions 
of dollars.” 


If we send them twelve millions of our cotton, 
and they work it up into the value of eighty-four 
millions as here alledged, it ®, in part, as is said, 
because we impose a duty which is added to the 
price. Does not the secretary see that, if I buy an 
English fabric, and his own theory be right, Iam not 
only paying our own tax, but the tax also which the 
British government may have imposed on the fabric. 
He says that the tax goes into the price. Shall we 
not, then, rather pay the tax fo our government than 
to a foreign government, which may be as far apart 
from ours in iis doctrines as the poles are wide asun- 
der? 


Here, then, is the employment of foreign capital and M False as this scheme is in its principle, it is still 


foreign labor, and the fruit is to increase 72 millions 
to 504 millions; an excess of 432 millions. Who gets 
it? the American laborer? the American capitalist? 
No, no; according to Mc. Walker’s own statement, 
that profit is furnished, and shoul? be furnished, to 
‘thousands abroad.” 

Is that democratic? Yes, that is democratic; that 
is the essence of democratic wisdom; that is the quin- 
tessence of political economy; that is the benefit we 
are to derive from progressive democracy—that pro- 
gressive democracy which goes beyona the United 
States, not confining itself to the limits of our own 
country, [a laugh.] 

Mr. President, | do not see how it is possible there 
can be two opinions as to the anti-national Spirit 
and influence of such a system as this. We are 
Americans; we have capital here—we have labor- 
ers here. This American capital and_ American 
labor could just as well convert those seventy-two 
millions into five hundred and four millions as Eng- 
lish capital and English labor. Whoever does this, 
enjoys the whole benefit of the difference. Let 
that seventy-two millions go abroad, and hundreds 
of thousands of foreign laborers are supported by, 
those seventy-two mill.ons of American cotton. The 
secretary’s philanthropic spirit is so enlarged and 
sublimated that it takes in the whole world, and 
quite forgets home. 

[Here Mr. McDuffie said something, not heard by 
the reporter, about southern industry not being in- 
volved in the value of cotton. 

Mr. Johnson. | presume, if you raise cotton at the 
south, that somebody must labor. The cotton, I take 
it for granted, does not hoe itself, nor pick itself, nor 
go to market by itself. . 

| say egain that the spirit of this comprehensive 
philanthropy, which seems to rejoice so much in the 
profits that British capitalists and their army of Bri 
tish laborers are to make out of a crop of American 
cotton, is, after all, restricted in the energies tomen 


talists and American laborers. Now, I submit, Mr. 
President, that an American secretary of the trea- 
sury would act somewhat moré in character, if he 
turned his benevolent gaze a little more on his own 
fellow citizens and would bethink him somewhat 


prosperity of the hundreds and thousands of Ameri- 
can laborers fron: whom his scheme will iake their 





post, then clearly the tax does not fall upon the 
grower, and if on the other hand the grower gets | 
his tobacco into England at a price less the amount | 


daily bread. 
But Jet us follow the secretary a step further.— 


worse in practice. While it raises the price of every 
commodity which is produced by foreign labor, it, 
at the same time, depresses and demoralizes the la- 
borers of our owncountry. Notwithstanding ail the 
fancied new tights of modern times, it is still ad- 
mitted, | believe, as a maxim of political economy, 
of universal truth, that every nation should, if it can, 
provide its own feed, its own clothing, its own ha- 
bitations, and its own defence. Wars will continue 
to oceur so long as men continue to be what they 
are now, and until, by some happy and superior in- 
fluence, their present natures shall be changed.— 
And are we to be told that the twenty millions which 
now constitute the people of the United States, and 
destined to increase (unless mistaken legislation 
strike down their prosperity) in a greater ratio than 
any people ever multiplied before, and living under 
a government which secures their rights better than 
any form of government that ever existed, must 
abandon the policy under which they have thus be- 
come great, and put to hazard their ability to feed, 
to clcthe, to shelter themselves, and to vindicate 
their rights, on the sea and on the land? It is a great 
mistake to suppose that this is a question which 
aecals with the manufacturers only. Arocngst the 
very first acts imposing duties under this govern- 
meut was the one passed on the Charleston memo- 
rial. Our navigation laws protect, by heavy discri- 
minating duties, the manufacture of American ship- 
ping; but, does one man, or one class of men, make 
a ship? Reflect on the various materials which are 
combined in that wondertul production of huinan 
ingenuity, industry, and skill. One set of men cut 
duwn and shape the timber; a different set of men 
prepare the cable and the cordage; another elaborute 
the iron work; another weave the canvass; another 
make the sails; and yet another roll out the copper 
hy which she is protected from the waves. Are 
these all the capitalists? Are these overgrown ars 
tocrats? Are these purse-proud manufacturers? Are 
these lords of the Joom, or ate they laborers, whose 
prosperity grows out of their labor, and whos? 
labor, with all the prosperity and happiness which 
that labor creates, 1s protected and encouraged by 
the existing laws? Do gentlemen forget the hun- 
dreds and te thousands who find employment in the 
construction and tue navigation of our commercis 
narive? 


The secretary’s theory says that it is unconstitu 
tiona) for congress to lay any duty whatever, the 
direct pourpose of which is to protect American '" 
dustry in preference to foreign, and he holds it to be 





His plan is to give to foreign Jabor the undisputed 


a right, aud the only sound policy, that all shall be 
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allowed to buy where they can buy the cheapest.— 
Now I ask gentlemen are they prepared to repeal 
the navigation laws? Let them answer aye or nay. 
J presume no man could answer in the afirmative— 
but why not? You say itis the right of the Ameri- 
can citizen to buy in the market where he can buy 
the cheapest. This is the cardinal rule which is to 
shape and govern all our policy in relation to trade 
and manufactures. This is proclaimed as the demo- 
cratic principle. Now, you all know full well that 
you can get ships to transport your cotton to Liver- 
pool cheaper a great deal than you are forced to pay 
for employing American vessels. Why not, then, 
employ foreign? Why keep up your navigation laws 
and maintain an odious monopoly in favor of American 
ship building. The southern planter wants to send 
out his cotton as cheap as he can, his object is to get 
as much money for it as he can, but your system of 
discriminating duties compels him to employ an 
American ship, and pay ahigher freight. This must 
be all wrong, if the president and secretary are 
right. Our navigation acts are most wicked laws, 
a disgrace to the statute book, and never should 
have been passed. ‘The south did not always think 
so. Look at the memorial | referred to, addressed by 
the city of Charleston to the first congress. At the 
time of that memorial there was no government 
which had power to extend protection to our own 
navigation. We had no discriminating duty, and 
the consequence was that we were driven from the 
sea. On all the broad expanse of the ocean the stars 
and stripes were rarely seen, the fruits of American 
agriculture went abroad under the protection of fo- 
reign flags. But how is itnow? Why is it that our 
Star Spangled Banner is seen, and known, and re- 
spected in every sea? What remote part of the ocean 
is not visited by our gallant seamen? How comes it 
that our ships of war, and our fine commercial ma- 
rine, are enable to traverse the pathless ocean, and 
to bid defiance to the world? How happened it that 
in the war of 1812 the heart of the nation beat fast 
and high with patriotic delight when it beheld Ame- 
rican skill and bravery proving themselves a match 
for the then mistress of the seas. We owe this, we 
owe all it to our navigation laws, and to the princi- 
ple of direct and exclusive protection, which they 
gave and intended to give to Americah capital 
and American labor. Has this operated injuriously 
at the south? or have they not participated largely 
and joyously in all the national glory which thus 
came to be inscribed upon our naval annals? No 
hearts beat higher than the southern hearts at the 
news of our naval victories. The men of the south 
in those days did not stop and calculate how much 
cent per cent. these victories had costthem. These 
are calcuiations of modern times. A change has 
come over the snirit of theirdream. Now the prin- 
ciple of protection is all wrong—all this has been 
done by the taxing power—it is all the result of ex- 
clusive protection to American manufactures, and 
the south has, it now fancies, most of the tax to pay, 
because it has the most produce to send abroad.— 
Why not, then, repeal these navigation laws? How 
comes it that Mr. Polk and Mr. Walker have sent us 
no recommendation to repeal them, or to reduce 
them too to a revenue standard. How is it that 
those discriminating duties were laid, and laid ayow- 
edly for protection? The constitution says nothing 
about navigation, laws any more than about a pro- 
tective tariff. Why, then, are not the one as uncon- 
stitutionly as the other? The navigation laws have 
been passed under the constitutional power to regu- 
latecommerce. In the execution of that power you 
have improved your navigation, and the supreme 
court has declared that the power to regulate com- 
merce includes a power to regulate the vehicle of 
commerce, and not only so, but commerce itself.— 
But if your doctrine is right, then | say again, you 
must, to be consistent, repeal the navigation laws. 
‘They operate according to your theory, most op- 
pressively, they keep out British and other foreign 
ship builders. ‘They have no regard to the revenue 
standard; and they :orbid us to buy where we can 
buy the cheapest. Let us then, at once, subject 
them to the revenue standard. And what is that?— 
Mr. Walker says a duty of one per cent., if that 
will yield the most revenue. And how are we to 
find out whether it will or not? Why just by low- 
ering the discriminating duty, and trying whether 
all the shipping of the world cannot be encouraged 
to come into the ports of the United States. When 
this great national object is attained, Mr. President, 
where is the American marine? where the American 
ship builders, where the American seamen, where 
the means of gladdening the American heart on the 
ocean by the sight of the American flag? Gone, 
sir, gone forever, gone by this newly invented and 
falsely denominated, American doctrine, Destroy 
the navigation laws and your days of naval glory are 
ended. 
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How did you get your present immense coasting 
trade? By the exercise of the same protective power 
—the power to regulate commerce by taxing foreign 
shipping in favor of American shipping; you got it 
by making that protection exclusive and absolute.— 
Yet, according to the new theory, who is it that suf- 
fers under this process? My constituents, your con- 
stituents. According to the secretary’s philosophy, 
you have made them pay the whole tax laid for 
protection of American shipping. Suppose it were 
now proposed to us to open the whole coasting trade 
to the vessels of every nation; who would go for the 
measure? None, not one. But why not? To lay 
taxes for protection 1s said to be an unconstitutional 
exercise of a power given to raise revenue. Every 
cent of tax which diminishes revenue is said to be 
unconstitutional. All taxes laid to protect the things 
taxed by keeping out the foreign article, are uncon- 
stitutional. We must not then prohibit foreign ves- 
sels from engaging in our coasting trade. Nor may 
we, as we now do, by giving privileges to American 
shipping almost prohibit foreign vessels from carry- 
ing our products abroad. Ohno! All these things 
are unconstitutional. Are gentlemen willing to 
deprive of their present protection all the men em- 
ployed in ship building? Will they withhold the 
protection of government, which these laws give, 
from the various and useful machanic arts em- 








ployed in this great branch of American manufac- 
tures? No, they will not do that. Why, then, are not 
the artizans of Pennsylvania entitled to the same 
regard? 


The only answer to this question must be ‘It is 
no so provided in the resolutions of the Baitimore 
Convention.” 

I have tables before me showing the value of, and 
number of hands employed in the iron and coal 
trade of Maryland, in the building and manufacture 
of shipping, cordage, &«.; the whole value of the 
iron and coal trade of Pennsylvania, together with 
the number of vessels engaged in conveying these 
products to market, the number of persons employ 
ed in that transportation, and the still larger num- 
ber of those dependant upon their industry. All 
these will be prostracted and ruined if this bill shall 


pass. But [ will not detain the senate with these 
statistics. 


Nor shall I say anything on the second head of the 
plan I proposed; and as I have occupied so much of 
the senate’s time, Ll will content myself with adding 
a word or two upon the third and last branch of the 
subject: 


Mr. President: I want to shew to the senate and 
the country what will be our fiscal wants. 

I have said, sir, that whether we assumed as true 
the calculations of the secretary of the treasury, of 
the committee of finance, or the honorable chairman 
of the committee of ways and means in the other 
house, the revenue to arise from the bill now proposed 
will fall far short of meeting the wants of the trea- 
sury. 

Mr. President, we have already appropriated §20,- 
175,891. The bills in the other house proposed, but 
not yet acted upon, amount to $46,590,777—that is 
to say, the amount actually appropriated and the 
amount proposed to be appropriated make the sum 
of $66,766,660. 

{Mr. J. here gave the items.] 

From these items, it is evident that we will and 
must appropriate al least $33,878,293 more. This, 
added to $20,175,591, the sum already appropriated, 
amounts to, appropriations certain at the end of the 
year, $54,054,189. These are unavoidable appropri- 
atious; and there are others which may and probably 
will be passed, and which will swell the whiole 
amount to $66,766,668. But, however, that may be, 
there will be the certain sum of $54,054,189, which 
must be provided for. 


Now, sir, what does our chairman of the commit- 
tee on finance tell us this bill is to raise? Twenty- 
seven or twenty-eight millions. The secretary says 
it will raise twenty seven millions. But say it will | 
raise twenty-eight millions. Then I have shown 
that there will still be a deficit to the amount of the 
difference between twenty-eight and fifty-four mil- 
lions. We now owe seventeen millions, this amount, 








or even any arbitrary maximum, experience proves 
that, as a general rule, a duty of twenty per cent. 
ad valorem will yield the largest revenue.”» What 
in the name of common sense does this mean? He 
cannot mean what he says, for we have no experi- 
ence upon the subject. What then does he mean? 
Has nature herself fixed a standard of revenue? It 
has been said, heretofore, that there is such p thing 
as ‘‘a natural rate of duty”—a natural rate of duties 
for all revenue bills every where, in all nations, and 
at all times, a kind of physical law! a law establish- 
ed for us by our Creator, applicable to all commodi- 
ties, under all circumstances, and al! times. Per- 
haps this is what he means, and that twenty per cent. 
is the guage which providence and nature have or- 
dained. Atallevents he says that experience has 
shown that this is the exact rate which yields the 
greatest amount of revenue. It is plain that the 
chairman of the committee on finance does not 
think so, for he has gone above it and below it, and 
his object is only revenue. He, it seems, has ascer- 
tained, that by laying more than twenty per cent. 
or less thah twenty per cent., he can get more re- 
venue, than by conforming himself to that sacred, 
mystical number, twenty percent. I tried in vain 
to find out what the secretary intends. I do not 
eee him, and | never expect to understand 
im. 
But | find myself forced to bring these remarks to 
a conclusion without saying much that I had design- 
ed and wished tu say. And I add only a word or two 
more. 
Mr. President, if 1 know myself, and I hope I may 
be pardoned for the remark, ect not for the ac- 
complishment of mere party purposes, address any- 
thing to the senate of the United States, which I did 
not most sincerely believe, and such, I am persuad- 
ed, is the sentiment of every member of this body. 
There are higher duties to be discharged here, than 
those connected with mere honest attachment to 
party, and senators on the other side, I am sure 
share with me in the conviction. We differ only in 
the mode of serving our common country. We 
think upon this side of the chamber, that the bill 
upon the table, is destructive of the best interesis 
of the country, as regards both the wealth and the 
| laborers engaged in our domestic industry. Sena- 
| tors on the opposite side, think differently; or other- 
| wise, it is impossible they would pass this bill.— 
Now the remark [ wish to make, 1s this; that if I 
could not and did not look beyond party, I should 
greatly rejoice in the passage of this bill. I venture 
to say, though not in the habit of making predictions 
if this bill passes, the days of democratic progress, 
forward, upward, every way but downward, are at 
anend. But hoping as I do, that there is an equally 
solicitous desire on the part of our opponents, to pro- 
mote the interests of our common country, to secure 
the rights in which we all share, to maintain unsul- 
lied the honor in which we all participate, it is ne- 
cessary that they and we should be satisfied, either 
that our view is right, or that theirs is right. So 
far, however, we have not been favored, except as 
to the mere fiscal operation of the bill, with any 
exposition of the views of our friends on the other 
side, We are forced, therefore, to act with the aid 
only of such lights as our own experience and judg- 


ment afford. of 
These conduct us to the conclusion that, if this 
bill shal! become a law, it will ruin not only the 
hundreds of thousands engaged in the labor of the 
land, but the value of the land itself; that it will 
bring ruin to the manufacturer; ruin to the agricul- 
turist; ruin to the planter; ruin to public credit, ruin 
to the peace, comfort, and virtues of the people.— 
We believe it will prostrate nine-tenths of the la- 
borers of the land; that it will destroy those-who 
assist us in paying taxes, in building school houses, 
in erecting churches, and in sustaining the flag and 
honor of the nation. Plenty will, we think, be suc- 
ceeded by want; industry and virtue give place to 
idleness and vice; prosperous villages be made de- 
solate; flourishing establishments perish, public and 
individual debts increase. I appeal, then, to the 
gentlemen on the other side of the chamber, I ap- 
peal to them in the spirit and wisdom of their an- 
cestors, to forbear. I appeal to them in behalf of 





therefore, is to be added; and so we shall certainly 
owe, at the end of the present fiscal year, a debt of | 
forty-three millions, and that almost certain to be 
increased half a million by the interest on the trea- 
sury notes which we have authorised. 


thousands of their fellow citizens, to forbear. I ap- 


| peal to them, as they prefer industry to idleness, 


happiness to misery, virtue to vice, to forbear. Do, 
{ implore you, them and you, Mr. President, leave 
the American laborer as you behold him, peaceful 








Well, we are to have a “‘revenue standard.” But) 
why not lay a tax upon imports sufficient to meet | 
this amount? ‘It will not answer at the south.” It | 
is said that to lay more tax would lessen importa- | 
tions. The secretary says in his report, (what 1) 


have tried in vain to understand) that ‘swhilst it is | 





impossible to adopt any horizontal scale of duties, | 


and happy, enjoying the reward of honest industry, 
and feeling the conscious pride that he 1s contribut- 
ing to his country’s wealth and power. Drive him 
not, 1 beseech you, to wantand madness. Leave him, 
a3 you find him, contented and a good citizen, and 
we shall return to our homes, one and all, with the 
blessings of thousands on our heads, and the blessings 
of Heaven on our country. % 
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| CHRONICLE Price, ex-member of Congress had been elected Colonel Custom House Orricers.—By a law passed at the 
‘ of the regiment, by the unanimous vote of the companies | Jate session, all Collectors and Custom House Officers See 
| * present. ‘I'he companies to arrive — net oo will be required to pay over their fees (hitherto dis- ree 
| “ARMY OF OCCUPATION.” although privileged to vote, change the result. LP tributed among the several officers) into the Treasury 
, Louis Republican states that the election of Co oe nlbegiy- taste ires that fii Tope 
We have hothing new from General Taylor's corps, to forced upon the regiment by an unmistakable intimation | of the U. States. The same act requires that an offi- 
| report this week. The discharge of Loufsiana and that it would be disbanded if he was not chosen. A| cer serving less than a year, shallbe paid only for the 4 
Alabina volunteers, and their hein n one neta g private in one of the companies named Allen was elect: | time serving. Hitherto the Collector has secured his — 
! the southern papers for the Ml be ie maen © | ed Lieut, Colonel over D. D. Mitchell, Esq., of St, Louis. salary for the year from his fees and at once. Here- 
satisfaction is expressed on all hands, the person designated by President Polk for the office, by fter it will be paid quarterly.— Philadelphia Ledger = 
The difficulties with which this whole system of volne a majority of 90 votes. Four of the companies were to | @tter It will be paid q y: 
teer forces is surrounded, can hardly be appreciated by | yoy 2 in, fort, on their line of march, on the 40th inst.; re pasta 
those that have not had an oppor hak 4 of observing how | the others were to follow as soon after as they could be NAVAL JOURNAL.—OFFICIAL. 2 
it works, and how it will not work. T cst ig fap oar * | furnished with transportation for provisions, &c. GENERAL OrperR.—Vacancies in the grade of ciem 
which government would Bare pp snsowt ea F ‘ef dove d| . four companies, composing a separate battalion of ar- masters may be filled by the oldest passed midshipman eas 
stance of these very men, was dis ei y.. h . tillery, were also daily expected at the fort. who are worthy of advancement. Cast! 
in remarks which we submitted at the time they were Lieut. Col. Allen, of the U. S. Army, in command of : eas € Int 
“di tary of war is now heavil Br emeds sire ; The fitness of the senior passed midshipmen for ad- ; 
being embodied. The secretary j qd the five hundred Mormon volunteers, was still at the ; Tirta tish § 
censured, And the treasury of the Union severely taxed, fort. There was much bad feeling between this corps | vancement may be established by an examination, or no 
—the gallant troops that waited for os vena Shea hp and the other volunteers. Lieut. olonel A. and his by the records of the department, or by the testimony can ; 
tain that the aney “ a poe ty Paavo ig tu induce | ©?™mand were to take up the line of march on the 12th | (+ ihe officers under whom they have served, or in oiaha 
j iculties an tnreatene ‘ ’ : : : 
— to seize their arms and repair to the scene of dan- are later accounts from Fort Leavenwerth are up to such other manner as may be deemed proper. pel Cruz, 
ger, afier spending just sufficient time to completely or- the 1Ith inst, About one thousand iaore Mormons*‘had | who may be found not suited to be advanced, may be [vi 
ganize, discipline, and fit them for action—not a day too arrived at the fort, in hopes of being mustered into the | placed on furlough or dropped from the list. . pa 
rmauch for that—are now discharged, without having seen United States service. Two of the additional com anies; The masters thus appointed will receive regular V 
an enemy. : of volunteers had arrived at the fort, and Colonel Price’s warrents, and will also remain in the line of promo- x Fe 
The sec:etary of war had difficulties to encounter, triers pa ei | Ay ha ny ) unde Maiaiks vice, 
ta what course he would. To discharge these forces, | 'e&!me tion. . : NER, a 
must have been unpleasant to ae ne oe et Navy Department, August 14, 1846. ier 
. ; ? ec 
tion of the army was imperative. ‘The twelve months R ‘om question. Tha | 
be ' “a ; wpRia, D. C.— Retrocession q . messe 
hese Seat ae gata phen tae = caeene Prewidl atof the United States has appointed the follow- {no1an JouRNAL. nea 
ee or of provisioning, in an enemy’s | ing named gentlemen, commissioners “A ahoate ye Inpian Cooncit or Catrarfucus RESERVATION. to the 
country, beyond the margin of navigation. Other offi- | of the people ok Aleasaitis 8 ott at The general Council of the Seneca Nation opened tate 
cers, proud of their distinction, lead these new levies. It aesegg hl eT ‘W.. Di: Rein das Roacu. | at the Cattaraugus Reservation onthe 3d of June ad 
‘ . . . ° ‘ Y r 5 é % ‘ . . . e C | 
wiltake as long, at least, to Rist dora Gereret. Sues ee ae Al ot, Esqrs. The act of congress au-|and was continued three days. The Council was Orlee 
pret Es ape carbone Meret Ke: Bimal thorizing the retrocession Jeaves it with the majority of largely attended, and representations were present count 
Gen “Taylor at the last dates, was urging onthe citizens of Alexandria to decide for or against the} gon, the Allegany, Cattaraugus and Tonnawanda Res- eV 
the supplies towards Camargo as expeditivusly tng a proposed change. ervations. There were present also, Hon. G. W. pare 
ge eer! vor. -The had been impassable, an a ; si the U. States 180 
it in his power - he none ay seat ly of light | Cot. Banite Pevrox, when the Louisiana volunteers | Curvron, Commissioner on the part of the U ’ Fatio, 
by the river, he had as a sigs : . eee enim. to that | were disbanded, did not return with his regiment, but} Hon. Judge Love, Mr. Osporng, the U. S. Agent of fay 
on steamers to get his troop proceeded at once to Matamoros and et, ng 40 pw the Seneca Nation, and a committee of men and Wo- fearin 
" "The following are the latest we have from the Rio | lor’s staff asa ie om aid. Pag Sage ws vedham reoj. | men, Friends, from the yearly meetings, who have for bersii: 
Grande. f sys, | Cected roca csi *anhoia ts state. ~ }|some years past extended care totlese Indians. In er 
“Camargo, (Mexico,) July 23.— We ate furnishing arena ai ieancnes : this Council many subjects of high import to these peo- ome 
transportation forthe army, and Securing supplies of for- YELLOW FEVER. The British steamer Vesuvius, reach- ple were opened and fully discussed. ‘The Indions Vera ( 
age on the route tv Monterey. We have contracted for ed Bermuda on the 11th inst., having twenty-seven cases ‘ , hey ‘the : deliberations’ 60‘ teutters : 

7 1.000 to 2,000 niules,” (another letter fixes it positively at of yellow fever on board, besides losing ten of her crew | taking a arge part in the deh ‘ c The 
y a 500) “with the packing equipments complete; and ie the disease, on her passage from Vera Cruz. The | brought before the Assembly, and we understand the that J 
, these, withthe 500 wagons expected here, will be ample captain reports that the fever had broken out on board | business was finally brought toa close in a manner Mexic 
ius for the marching columns. A large portion or win, Saaee he American squadron and the British frigate Endy- generally satisfactory to the parties concerned. our go 
o 1 eae me atet igi yl Midtart to Chie mion, off Vera Cruz. On the part of the Friends, arrangements were en- hee 
ER By spots and entrepots, ito ’ 5 ’ ‘ = : oe awe, 

Ab | or 60 miles fruit this place on the route to Munte- Business ciactes. This is usually the dullest season | entered into, for the continuation of the Mutual Li Tinian 
Ath rev of the year, and but little is doing. Prospects are rather | bor Female School at this Reservation, where an av- and e 
, ne “©The troops are now fast arriving here in our steam- gloomy. The reduction in the prices and value of the erage of about 30 young females are boarded, and in- time. 
i boats; and the General — In a Myles etc reste gi stock of merchandise in - bands of epee tae structed in all the various branches of household bus- ‘ et 

re f ward —_ rman natin atten ese teen ait —e se eat vied the pedi Giiihe of a heavy impor. | iness celculated to render them good house-keepers.— nA i 

; st. ow ad A ; import duties, é uc , ER * 8 Ore 

i pre which will require all the capacity, skill, and atonal oF foreign wares, at reduced rates, as soon as the | This system is rapidly gaining the confidence and a} 

H energy of our General to accomplish. ‘The great diffi-| jew tariff goes into operation, say, Ist Deceinber next, proval of the Indians,and is certainly calculated to Me; 

nk culties of an army invading Mexico begin pe So far. | will affect the amount of the oumnek 1S eoensts wery effect highly beneficial results among them, by diffus- ed by 
4) every thing has favored Gen. ‘Taylor, ec vt sete Te, materially. Dispositions are now ma “ip mn 2 ye oi ing throughout their families, a knowledge of the Vb 

ed not only a most enviable r putation, ut Als good for- ing cities for the reception of the mere rants rom é in- 9. d t duties to render their families power 
tune has become a proverb. I hope, of ccurse, for his terior, andin afew days, fali sales will commence, | requisite domestic du Pare ra onan 
further success; but In order to secure it, the most care- indeed the Baltimore American of yesterday says they | comfortable, as well as rapidly promote their civili- nae 
ful combinations of every ss Be tng 3 ne the | have commenced. boitaceis zation. At the Council last yest, the ge Fala Muti 
areh, ¢ s¢ ssary. ‘T may anti i vho have been purchasing the pro- ithd their females from field labors anc Vali 
march, are absolutely necessary CO MREH Taste I _| . Meantime, those 1 ipo gees: =, | them to withdraw their fe ; a 
rove as great an evil asa faulty tardiness. It takes time | 9.0, of the interior, and shipping it abroad, are recelv- loy them hereafter in the more appropriate busi- official 
b i ngements for the transportation re- | - pally ing accounts of the proceeds. Heavy | €™ploy : ; ; of the 
jor me pat te ear eer aS Hates nk “dnd ae very eppeieedton! in many cases, and soime consi-| ness connected with their domestic affairs—this they 50 per 
ured tor so many » SL } - osses ure peeps - ONT rf : : ¢ 
ime, the General is impatient of the least delay, and the] goeuhie failures have already taken place in New York, agreed to, and have to a considerable extent already the the 
. officers of our department are incessantly occupied in Baltimore, and other cities. The ar of ieee seag done. . public 
\v preparations. fe chants with funds from the pesto’ for oY ret During their late visit, the female Friends of the and su 
Extract of a letler from Col. Whiting, dated Matamoros, eas and ee es plbtleang 2 Committee, made an impressive address to the Indian tributic 
28th July, 1846. boi f Pee ee Ceeies fair, both foreign and domestic. | women, in relation to their appropriate duties and diplom 
“The subsistence General Taylor called for—that is,| Exchange, remain fair, } ne N , Feit’ Cities: 0 tat ten: hls Wind UNE Heneiv- caniiin 
300,000 rations—is now at or near Camargo. We are Stocks, as usual, have their ups and downs. v mMa-| proper sphere for the ; ful easaks ; 9. Ti t 
now throwing up forage, ammanition, and other sup. | terial variations to report. ed and appeared to have a powerful effec - BSevera re " 
plies—the boats taking moderate loads in order to accom. Frovr, continues to decline. ‘The Baltimore inspec- | of the Chiefs expressed their full approbation of the + , 
mnodate troops. into Ci tions of last week comprise 14,664 bbls. ‘Thursday recommendation to place their women in the rank and pony 
Sper ge So Saeed Seat iaie: animate te morning’s Philadelphia papers quote it at $3.62303.87;, station proposed, and to relieve them are ak pee consol} 
ys since, havin 2 ' ‘ : ‘ » chi i n 
= fany ale ein, ee iia tien nde, at Laredo, and passed and heavy at that ) b f toilsome labors. One chief declared “~ aig - Open 
through Mier. In thus descending the right bank, it met Wueart, in the Baltimore marked 75280c. for prime always had believed, women were not only better, PPM 5 
with no molestation, saw no rising for defence, but found red; inferior to goud 65270. but wiser than men, and he trusted their women here- foreian 
all things in tranquility.” * Topacco, continues to accumulate in the warehouses, | after, would be placed in a. position to exercise the ne 4, a 
AU, . r . * ‘ . > . 4 ‘ S 7 ’ 
Extract of a letter from Col. Henry IWhiting, dated Ma- | 43; prices have again receded. The inspections in| yajuable qualifications | which God had given them, Tuspar 
tamoros, July 31, 1846. Baltimore last week, amounted to 1,610 hhds., including | 344 pe permitted tounite inthe general and social luta, ir 
“General Taylor nas just issued an eames dteecting he 912 Maryland, 696 Ohio, 3 Kentucky, and 20 Missouri. concerns of the nation. And perhaps for the first time possib] 
aining troops to move up to Camargo without delay. | ; iberativ irs, a Committee was ap- T 
The traine it t feared will be inadequate. Toremedy| J. S. rreasury pRaFrs, have made their appearance | 1n Indian deliberative affairs, : ee A nie he) 
ee bay and hiss all the mules he can. The last | in Wall street, and produced quite a segsation, both in the! pointed composed equally of Indian men anc poge fying t 
seree Wahi Camargo SQyorable. A contract has been | money and the political circles. They appear to have | to have a general care of the School, established by the ad bee 
de for fifieen hundre ules and packs complete.— | been prepared, and some of them are dated, anterior to Friends. against 
Guaerat Taylor goes to Camargo in a few days, when 1} the passage of the law which is or ate ny Pry wf Upon the whole, says the Buffalo Advertiser, to Cais 
- ¢ > ; inis t ! . 7 . ; i 
shall immediately follow to complete all likeli doconfios teeue, Fe ea citt Dan wach cn tekae but that} which we are indebted for these details, we think this the for 
shoes are now coming Ih—-we were iikel} | aW not only doe se | : oh ea ar , ne ; . fol- Kats 
age and for forges. Forage and subsistence is |a motion made to amend the bill by peri such : has been 1 highly interesting — and will be od Cahigu 
abundant. The United Siates sieamer Neva sunk on | power, was voted down by a large majority, opt in met lowed by great benefits. These Indians are rapidly subdivi 
4 her way up to Camargo, with cargo on board. | No lives| fect forbiding such issues. ‘They are said to be elegan ~ | improving in their agriculture as well as in their mor- lation t 
i lost, but much company baggage and supplies. ly engraved, ane will, no pr age Te ae ama it dnd iGokdl Wabits, Many of them are industrious, are the 
i S ray We. The last accounts apts cs apt ie ch8 on and as there is no spirituous liquor permitted to be oe 
paca saInsT Santa le. 1e last ace . “ ilv n : 
a ; grtaaihese Pac Lalvetivosth are up to the 9th inst.; RecreaTion. President Polk and family embarked brought upon the paneer eta, Sey recon geen pl nd ‘The 
f! a ni Comipudi had arrived at the fort, and three more | on Wednesday On a trip to Old inte ae | ber. We have ample notes of the speeches made an hua * 
, Sey *¢ . : ‘ 2» ' i Dp: a it fe } . t ‘ 
7 | . ers saveeiedl to complete the regimen’ The seven! Right Hon. Mr. Pakenham, British minister, is OFF in heneeiier lay some of them before our readers. aa 
a } e fonapanie’ had voted for field officers, and Sterling , Canada. 
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